Mississippi 

EA&NGELISM 

CONFERENCE 


January  28-30,  1991 
First  Church,  Clinton 

Theme:  Share  Heritage  and  Hope  — 
EXTEND  CHRIST  S  MISSION 
Dot  Pray,  Organist  Irene  Martin,  Pianist 

MONDAY  EVENING  J.  Garland  McKee,  Presiding 

6:35  Music  —  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

7:00  Congregational  Praise  v 

7:05  Welcome  and  Prayer  •  Bill  Baker 

7:15  Instrumental  Praise  Darryl  Prater 

7:20  Message  Neil  Jackson,  Jr. 

7:55  Hymn  L.  Graham  Smith,  Leading 

8:00  Evangelism  in  Mississippi  J.  Garland  McKee 

8:10  Choral  Praise  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

8:20  Message  Billy  Baskin 

TUESDAY  MORNING  James  Fancher,  Presiding 

8:45  Praise  and  Prayer  Keith  .  id  Barbara  Bennett 

9:00  Message  Billy  Baskin 

9:45  Message  Neil  Jackson,  Jr. 

10:20  Break 

10:45  Hymn  Keith  Bennett,  Leading 

10:50  -  Testimony  Esther  Burroughs 

11:05  Message  in  Song '  Keith  and  Barbara  Bennett 

11:10  Message  Chuck  Kelley 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON  Eugene  H.  Dobbs,  Presiding 

1:45  Praise  and  Prayer  “Joy  Makers”  —  Bill  Bacon,  Director 
2:00  Message  Billy  Baskin 

2:40  Praise  Bill  Bacon,  Leading 

2:45  Message  Avery  Willis 

3:15  Break 

3:35  Testimony  Odean  Puckett 

3:55  Message  in  Song  Martha  Bacon 

4:00  Message  Charles  Carter 

4:35  Adjourn 


Southern  Baptist  scholar 
helps  revise  Living  Bible 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  As  a  language’s  finer  points  cause  him 
member  of  the  team  that  is  difficulty. 

retranslating  The  Living  Bible,  He  also  believes  The  Living  Bible 
Southern  Seminary  professor  Gerald  “tends  to  be  very  middle  class,  very 
Borchert  approaches  the  task  with  a  Western  and  very  American  in  its 
mixed  view  of  the  popular  version  of  perspective.”  The  Living  Bible  thus 
Holy  Scripture.  “communicates  very  well  with  most 

Borchert  and  other  biblical  scholar  North  Americans  ”  he  said.  “The  on- 

working  on  the  project  have  an  oppor-  face 

tunity  to  make  substantive  changes  to  Ffr *5* 
the  translation.  Their  objective  “  Sn— ® 

S?id,,s.o  keep  .h^  paraph^ed  style  -ft  JS^jSfiBSTSL 
of  original  translator  Kenneth  Taylor  clearly  the  sufferings  of  the 

but  strive  to  stay  true  to  the  Greek  and  ear]y  church  is  an  example  of  its 
Hebrew  texts.  American  bias,  Borchert  said.  “The 

Taylor’s  primary  goal  in  the  early  church  was  a  suffering  church 
original  Living  Bible  was  “to  translate  and  Americans  don’t  want  to  suffer.  I 
it  for  his  children  in  order  that  they  think  that’s  (suffering)  a  very  crucial 
could  understand  what  the  Bible  is  all  aspect  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible  doesn't 
about,"  Borchert  noted.  The  style  of  promise  you  that  it  will  all  go  happi- 
The  Living  Bible  indicates  that  Thylor  ly  ever  after.  The  Bible  tells  you  that 
is  a  “fine  literary  figure,”  Borchert  you  may  have  to  suffer  and  you  may 
said.  However,  he  added  that  Thylor's  even  have  to  die  for  Jesus  and  there 
knowledge  of  Greek  is  “not  the  is  not  enough  of  that  in  The  Living  Bi¬ 
scholar’s  Greek”  and  some  of  the  ble.” 


Nashville’s  Baptist  Hospital 
moves  to  elect  board  trustees 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Baptist  regular  meeting  was  part  of  the  p.m.,  Dec.  19.  Lowne  was  out  of  town. 
Health  Care  System  board  of  trustees  board’s  plan  “to  prepare  the  hospital  Lowrie  said  he  had  not  yet  receiv- 
on  Dec.  19  approved  amendments  in  for  the  challenges  of  the  1990s.”  The  ed  an  official  document.  “We  will  want 
the  charter  of  Nashville’s  Baptist  vote  was  unanimous,  with  one  to  review  and  study  the  situation,”  he 
Hospital  which  authorizes  the  hospital  abstention.  said. 

to  elect  its  own  trustees.  Bates  said  the  current  27  trustees  In  the  meantime,  Lowrie  said,  TBC 

Currently  the  Tennessee  Baptist  will  comprise  the  initial  membership  attorney  Robert  Taylor  will  study  ap- 
Convention’s  committee  on  nomina-  of  the  new  Baptist  Hospital  board.  propriate  documents  regarding  TBC- 
tions  annually  presents  a  slate  for  TBC  Executive  Director-Treasurer  Baptist  Hospital  relationships.  Thylor 

convention  messengers’  approval  D.L.  Lowrie  said  he  was  unaware  of  is  a  former  Baptist  Hospital  trustee. 

The  board  action  permits  an  in-  any  plans  for  such  action.  He  said  he  ‘The  hospital  will  continue  to  main- 

crease  in  number  for  the  hospital  first  learned  of  the  move  when  he  was  tain  a  close  working  relationship  with 
board  and  allows  the  board  to  elect  its  reached  by  telephone  about  7  p.m.  the  Baptist  churches,  the  Tennessee  Bap- 
successors  when  vacancies  occur.  day  of  the  meeting.  tist  Convention,  Belmont  College,  the 

Board  Chairman  Guy  Bates,  a  A  letter  from  Stringfield  explaining  Tennessee  Baptist  Children’s  Home, 
layman  from  Joelton,  said  the  cor-  the  board’s  action  was  delivered  to  and  other  Baptist  institutions,”  accor- 
porate  reorganization  approved  at  the  Lowrie’s  office  in  Brentwood  about  5  ding  to  Guy  Bates. 


Sunday  School  trustees  to 
decide  on  Elder’s  presidency 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  meeting  of 
the  90-member  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  has  been  called  for  Thursday, 
Jan.  17,  in  Nashville  “for  the  purpose 
of  evaluating  and  responding  to  the 
performance”  of  President  Lloyd 
Elder,  according  to  a  letter  sent  Jan. 
11  to  all  trustees. 

The  general  administration  com¬ 
mittee  which  has  been  'reviewing 
Elder’s  performance  will  meet  at  10 
a.m.  Thursday,  Jan.  17.  The  full  board 
will  convene  at  7  p.m.  and,  if  needed, 
Friday  at  9  a.m.  The  called  meeting 
comes  17  days  before  a  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  of  the  board  Feb. 
4-6  in  Nashville. 

Bill  Anderson,  chairman  of  trustees 
and  pastor  of  Calvary  Church  of 
Clearwater,  Fla.,  said  Jan.  12  the 
meeting  was  called  after  he  received 
written  petitions  from  more  than  20 
trustees.  He  declined  to  name  those 
trustees. 

Sunday  School  Board  trustee 
bylaws  state  that  “special  meetings  of 
the  Board  may  be  called  by  or  at  the 
request  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
or  upon  the  written  petition  of  any  15 
trustees.” 


By  Linda  Lawson 

Anderson  said  a  five-member 
workgroup  of  the  general  administra¬ 
tion  committee  met  in  Nashville  Dec. 
13  to  review  Elder’s  performance  as 
president.  Members  included  Dan 
Collins,  chairman  of  the  general  ad¬ 
ministration  committee  and  an  at¬ 
torney  from  Thylors,  S.C. ;  Gene  Mims, 
vice  chairman  of  trustees  and  pastor 
of  First  Church  of  Cleveland,  Tenn. ; 
Bobby  Welch,  pastor  of  First  Church 
of  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.;  Floyd 
Williams,  president  of  Franchise  Per¬ 
sonnel  Agency  in  Memphis,  Itenn.; 
and  Anderson. 

“We  discussed  at  length  some  issues 
that  have  arisen,  particularly  the 
McBeth  book,”  said  Anderson.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  board  withdrew 
before  publication  a  centennial 
history  of  the  Sunday  School  Board 
written  by  Leon  McBeth,  professor  of 
church  history  at  Southwestern 
Seminal^  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  after 
a  committee  of  trustees  reviewed  the 
manuscript  in  August  1990.  The 
trustee  committee  voted  unanimous¬ 
ly  to  “counsel  the  administration  not 
to  proceed  with  the  publishing  of  the 
book.” 

Anderson  said  the  17-member 


general  administration  committee 
met  Jan.  4  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
workgroup.  He  declined  comment  on 
whether  the  committee  has  asked 
Elder  to  resign  or  retire. 

“The  general  administration  com¬ 
mittee  discussed  with  Lloyd  all  kinds 
of  options  related  to  what  many  con¬ 
sider  an  impasse  in  leadership  at  the 
board,”  said  Anderson.  “The  commit¬ 
tee  is  still  discussing  options,  all  kinds 
of  options.” 

Elder  declined  comment  regarding 
the  called  meeting  or  issues  related 
to  his  performance  to  “honor  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  privilege,”  of  the  general  ad¬ 
ministration  committee 

Anderson  said  the  general  ad¬ 
ministration  committee  will  meet  on 
Jan.  17  to  “refine  a  recommendation” 
for  presentation  to  the  full  board. 

“My  assumption  is  they  will  make 
a  recommendation.  I  don’t  know  at 
this  time  what  that  recommendation 
will  be,”  said  Anderson. 

In  response  to  why  a  meeting  was 
being  called  less  than  three  weeks 
before  a  regularly  scheduled  meeting 
of  the  trustees,  Anderson  said  the 

(See  ELDER  on  page  5) 


Lloyd  Elder  may  be  fired 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  -  Lloyd  Elder 
may  be  fired  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  when  trustees  meet  Thursday 
(Jan.  17)  in  a  hastily-called  special 
meeting. 

Trustee  leadership  announced  the 
meeting  Friday  (Jan.  11)  after  Elder 
reportedly  refused  to  resign  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  publishing  arm  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  which 
employs  1,882  persons. 

New  controversy  arose  on  Saturday 
(Jan.  12)  after  a  television  reporter 
aired  a  copy  of  Elder’s  confidential 
response  to  the  trustee  leaders  ap¬ 
parently  declining  to  resign. 


t  Sources  close  to  Elder  said  he  was 
shocked  and  mystified  as  to  how  the 
reporter  obtained  a  copy  of  the  con¬ 
fidential  letter.  The  letter  also  was 
sent  by  first  class  mail  on  Friday 
afternoon  to  the  members  of  the 
board’s  general  administration 
committee. 

The  special  meeting  has  been  call¬ 
ed  for  7  p.m.  Jan.  17.  and  may  go  over 
into  Jan.  18.  The  called  meeting  is  on 
ly  17  days  in  advance  of  the  regular 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
90-member  trustee  board,  scheduled 
Feb.  4-6  in  Nashville. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  all  trustees  Jan. 
11,  the  meeting  was  called  “for  the 


purpose  of  evaluating  and  responding 
to  the  performance”  of  Elder,  who 
has  been  president  since  1984. 

Elder  met  in  closed  session  Jan.  11 
with  at  least  three  trustee  officers. 
Reports  circulated  the  trustee  leaders 
had  come  to  Nashville  to  hear  Elder’s 
response  to  an  undisclosed  recom¬ 
mendation  about  his  future  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SSB. 

Elder  met  with  a  five-member 
workgroup  of  the  general  adminislra 
tion  committee  of  trustees  Dec.  13,  to 
review  his  performance  as  president. 

Bill  Anderson,  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church  in  Clearwater,  Fla.,  and 
(See  FIRED  on  page  5) 
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Senior  adults  can  be  key 
to  reaching  young  families 


Part 
By  Mark 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Churches  desir¬ 
ing  to  reach  young  families  —  con¬ 
sidered  essential  to  church  growth  — 
do  not  have  to  send  older  church 
members  packing. 

In  fact,  graying  members  can  ac¬ 
tually  help  a  church  grow,  contended 
B  J.  Dier,  a  recently  retired  home  mis¬ 
sionary  who  specialized  in  senior 
adult  ministries.  ‘The  greatest  asset 
most  churches  have  is  the  senior 
adults,  if  they  will  get  them  in  the 
harness  and  give  them  a  place  of  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Research  confirms  that  plateaued 
and  declining  churches  have  a  higher- 
than-average  concentration  of  older 
adults  in  their  membership. 

In  a  study  of  churches  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  John  Vaughan  discovered  that 
churches  with  more  than  18  percent 
of  enrollment  age  60  and  above  were 
plateaued.  Churches  composed  of 
more  than  20  percent  senior  adults 
were  declining,  the  professor  at 
Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  found. 

“The  message  is  you’ve  got  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  attract  and  reach  young 
families,  and  that  means  teenagers,” 
Vaughan  said.  “A  mark  of  a  growing 
church  is  that  it  will  have  12  to  15  per¬ 
cent  youth.  Youth  don’t  stay  around  a 
church  that’s  dying.” 

An  often-repeated  principle  of 
church  growth  is  that  a  church  can 
either  grow  younger  and  larger  or 
older  and  smaller.  The  problem  com¬ 
monly  faced  by  pastors  of  plateaued 
and  declining  churches  is  how  to  re¬ 
tain  the  senior  adults  and  attract 
younger  families  at  the  same  time. 

How  it  turns  out  depends  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  senior  adults  and  on  the 
attitude  of  the  pastor,  experts  say: 

—  If  senior  adults  are  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  change  for  the  sake  of  growth,  the 
church  will  succeed.  But  if  senior 
adults  insist  on  running  a  church  in 
the  1990s  the  way  it  was  done  30  years 
ago,  the  church  will  decline. 

—  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  pastor  em¬ 
braces  older  adults  as  partners  in 
growth,  he  will  be  successful.  But  if 
he  disregards  older  members  in  an 
all-out  effort  to  recruit  younger 
members,  he  faces  an  uphill  battle. 

“Tb  keep  the  older  people  worship¬ 
ping  and  satisfied,  you  have  to  have 
things  different  from  what  the  newer 
and  younger  people  are  going  to 
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want,”  explained  Ebbie  Smith,  pro- 
j  fessor  of  missions  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  “It  is 
a  dilemma.  But  we  must  be  very 
careful  not  to  forget  the  old  people  and 
set  them  aside  in  order  to  meet  the 
new  people.  We’ve  got  to  reach  the  new 
but  we’ve  got  to  care  for  the  old.” 

The  solution  is  challenging  older 
adults.with  meaningful  ministry  in¬ 
stead  of  just  forming  social  groups, 
Dier  believes.  “Instead  of  putting 
senior  adults  to  work  in  ministry  and 
missions,  most  churches  organize 
them  into  something  different.  It 
becomes  a  go-go  club,  and  they’re  not 
really  involved  in  what  the  church  is.” 

Pastors  with  a  vision  to  reclaim  a 

Klateaued  or  declining  church  can 
arness  the  power  of  senior  adults  by 
making  them  part  of  the  “dream 
team,”  added  Jay  Johnston,  a  senior 
adult  consultant  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 

Senior  adults  are  open  to  reaching 
younger  families,  if  the  pastor  will 
equip  them  for  the  task,  Johnston 
said.  “The  senior  adults  can  be 
challenged  to  go  out  and  reach  that 
high  school  student  or  that  young 
adult.  They  just  have  to  regroup  and 
find  out  how  to  do  it.” 

Pastors  must  spend  time  with  their 
senior  adults  and  “find  out  what  gifts 
and  talents  they  have  to  offer  instead 
of  just  writing  them  off,”  he  sug¬ 
gested.  Rather  than  being  the  wall 
that  keeps  a  church  from  growth, 
senior  adults  could  be  the  walkway 
that  leads  to  growth,  he  says. 

Bringing  young  families  into  a 
church  with  a  concentration  of  older 
adults  can  benefit  both  groups, 
Johnston  said.  The  senior  adults  like 
to  be  around  children,  and  the  young 
parents  want  their  children  to  be 
around  older  adults. 

With  an  increasingly  mobile  socie¬ 
ty,  young  families  often  live  thousands 
of  miles  away  from  grandparents,  and 
senior  adults  live  far  away  from  their 
own  grandchildren. 

For  too  long  Southern  Baptists  have 
looked  at  senior  adults  as  saints  who 
shouldn’t  be  disturbed,  Johnston  con¬ 
tended.  “If  we  make  the  senior  adults 
aware  of  what  potential  is  out  there 
and  equip  them,  they  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  They  can  go  claim  that  moun¬ 
tain.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 


Ingram  music  minister 
retires  after  35  years 


Ingram  Church  (Prentiss  County) 
minister  of  music  has  retired  after  35 
years.  Lee  Crawford,  minister  of 
music  at  Ingram 
since  1955,  has 
been  singing  most 
of  his  life. 

Jan.  27  has  been 
designated  as  “Lee 
Crawford  Day”  at 
Ingram.  A  special 
service  will  be 
conducted  Sunday 
morning  and  lunch 

Crawford  wiU  **  served  in 

ixawtora  the  fellowship  hall. 

Friends  of  the  Crawfords  are  invited. 

Ingram  Church  now  plans  to  com¬ 
bine  duties  of  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  The  Search  Committee  has 
asked  for  recommendations.  Send 
name  and/or  resume  to  Bobby  Carr, 
Rt.  1,  Baldwyn,  MS  38824. 

It  all  began  when  Lee  received  a  har¬ 
monica  for  Christmas  at  age  3.  By 
lunch  time  that  Christmas  day  he  was 
making  music  on  the  harmonica.  By 


Four  students  with  Mississippi  ties  received  doctoral 
degrees  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  during  commencement 
exercises  Dec.  21.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  Robin  Jumper, 
of  Etta,  doctor  of  philosophy  degree;  Reid  Whittington,  of  Meri¬ 


dian,  doctor  of  education  degree;  Landrum  P.  Leavell  II, 
seminary  president;  Kenneth  Moore,  of  Montpelier,  doctor  of 
ministry  degree;  and  Benny  Jones,  of  Mathiston,  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  grants  degrees 


Four  Mississippians  received  their 
doctoral  degrees  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary  during  commencement  ex¬ 
ercises  on  Dec.  21.  They  include  H. 
Reid  Whittington,  Meridian,  now  staff 
chaplain  and  associate  director  in  the 
department  of  pastoral  services  at 
East  Mississippi  State  Hospital,  doc¬ 
tor  of  education ;  Kenneth  W.  Moore, 
Montpelier,  now  pastor  of  Enon 
Church,  Jayess,  doctor  of  ministry; 
George  Robin  Jumpier,  Etta,  now 
pastor  of  Wellman  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  doctor  of  philosohy ;  Benny  J. 
Jones,  Mathiston,  now  pastor  of  a  new 
church  start  in  Destrehan,  La.,  doctor’ 
of  philosophy. 

Receiving  their  masters’  degrees 
during  the  same  ceremony  were 
David  Scott  Painter,  Sand  Springs, 


Okla.,  now  pastor  of  Sylvarena 
Church,  Wesson,  master  of  divinity; 
Harold  Batteaste  Watkins,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  master  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion;  Barry  C.  Ward,  Flora,  now 
pastor  of  Antioch  Church,  Florence, 
master  of  religious  education;  B. 
Allen  Simpson,  Eupora,  master  of 
divinity;  Randy  Sims,  Soso,  now 
associate  pastor  for  youth  and  singles 
at  Southside  Church,  Huntsville,  Ala., 
master  of  divinity;  David  Brent 
Causey,  Summit,  now  pastor  of  Mount 
Zion  Church,  Osyka,  master  of  divini¬ 
ty;  Steve  Coleman,  Jackson,  now 
minister  of  music  at  Mount  Moriah 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  master  of  arts 
in  Christian  education;  Scott  William 
Crawford,  Pearl,  now  seminary  intern 
and  pastor  of  Rachel  Sims  Church, 
New  Orleans,  master  of  divinity. 


William  G.  Dowdy  Jr.,  Booneville, 
now  pastor  at  West  Union  Church, 
Carriere,  master  of  divinity;  Richard 
Keith  Manuel,  Ocean  Springs,  now 
pastor  of  Beacon  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  master  of  divinity;  Otho  Jay 
Seals,  Picayune,  now  associate  pastor 
and  minister  of  youth  at  Pine  Grove 
Church,  Picayune,  master  of  divipity ; 
Billy  Purser,  Mendenhall,  now  pastor 
of  Willow  Grove  Church,  Collins, 
master  of  arts  in  Christian  education; 
Philip  Price,  Calhoun  City,  now 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Plea¬ 
sant  Hill  Church,  Pine  Grove,  La., 
master  of  divinity. 

Larry  G.  Hawkins,  Macon,  now 
pastor  of  Union  Church,  Pascagoula, 
received  the  associate  of  divinity 
degree. 


Legislative  session  begins 


the  time  he  was  in  the  first  grade  he 
was  singing  just  about  anything  the 
older  students  asked  him  to  out  on  the 
playground.  He  always  got  the  singing 
parts  in  school  plays  and  programs. 

Singing  schools  were  a  part  of  his 
growing  up.  In  1946,  he  graduated 
from  t^e  Stamps  Baxter  School  of 
Music  in  Chattanooga. 

He  began  leading  music  when  only 
14  at  Piney  Grove  Church  (Tippah 
County)  where  he  was  a  member. 
From  Piney  Grove  his  family  moved 
to  Oak  Hill  Church,  Prentiss  County, 
where  Lee  led  the  music  at  Oak  Hill 
for  several  years. 

In  1955,  he  became  song  director  at 
Ingram  Church.  Until  the  late  70s  he 
served  on  a  voluntary  basis.  Then  they 
began  to  pay  a  salary  to  the  minister 
of  music.  He  has  taught  singing 
schools,  written  songs,  composed 
music,  and  organized  and  led  the 
Crawford  Quartet,  which  has  sung  in 
revivals  and  singings  and  hundreds  of 
funeral  services. 

Joe  Herndon  is  pastor,  Ingram 
Church. 


The  1991  session  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  has  begun.  Special  in¬ 
terest  groups  are  already  working  to 
alter  the  lifestyle  df  the  citizens  of  the 
state.  Increase  in  the  availability  of 
alcohol,  the  allowing  of  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  alcoholic  beverages  in  the 
state,  the  legalization  of  video  poker 
and  the  removal  of  the  prohibition 
against  lottery  are  all  moving  through 
the  Legislature. 

Committees  are  meeting  and  deci¬ 
sions  are  being  made  on  legislation 
which  would  greatly  impact  the  lives 
of  most  citizens.  Now  is  the  time  to  in¬ 
form  your  legislator  of  your  opinions 
omnany  of  the  matters  listed  below. 
Persons  wishing  to  contact  their 
representatives  or  senators  may  do  so 
by  writing  them  at  Box  1018,  Jackson, 
MS  39215,  or  calling  them  at  359-3770. 
ABORTION 

HB  113  would  prohibit  the  use  of 
public  funds  for  abortions. 

HB  114  would  prohibit  the  use  of 
public  facilities  for  abortions. 

HB  327  provides  that  before  a  physi¬ 
cian  performs  an  abortion  on  any 
woman  who  is  24  or  more  weeks  preg¬ 
nant  that  the  viability  of  the  unborn 
child  be  determined.  The  law  would 
prohibit  the  abortion  of  a  viable  un¬ 
born  child  unless  necessary  to 
preserve  the  life  or  health  of  the 
woman. 

ALCOHOL 

HB  204  would  allow  liquor  stores  to 
sell  party  goods.  The  limited  focus 
provided  by  the  state  alcohol  beverage 
laws  would  be  expanded  so  liquor 
stores  could  compete  with  stores 
which  sell  party  items  but  stores  sell¬ 
ing  party  items  could  not  compete 
with  liquor  stores. 

HB  351  would  legalize  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  sale,  distribution,  and  transpor¬ 
tation  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the 
state  This  bill  would  radically  expand 
the  rights  given  to  alcohol  sellers  and 
would  allow  the  manufacture  of  liquor 


By  Paul  Jones 

in  the  state. 

CHILDREN 

HB  85  would  provide  criminal 
penalties  for  failure  to  report 
neglected  or  abused  children.  This 
could  put  teeth  into  the  Mandated 
Reporting  Act. 

HB  86  would  provide  for  registration 
with  law  enforcement  of  all  sex 
offenders. 

HB  89  would  increase  the  penalty 
for  selling  tobacco  to  minors. 

HB  316  would  make  it  unlawful  for 
any  parent  to  permit  a  minor  child  to 
carry  a  concealed  weapon. 

DRUGS 

HB  84  would  not  allow  for  a 
suspended  sentence  or  parole  for  a 
person  convicted  of  selling  drugs  to  a 
minor.  In  essence,  sell  to  a  kid,  and  go 
to  jail,  period. 

HB  300  would  provide  for  no  parole 
for  persons  convicted  of  drug  offenses 
when  a  minor  is  employed  or  used  in 
the  commission  of  such  a  crime. 
EDUCATION 

HB  88  would  prohibit  weapons  on 
public  school  premises. 

HB  245  would  provide  that  any  pupil 
has  the  option  of  reciting  the  pledge 
of  allegiance  to  the  U.S.  flag  each 
school  day,  It  would  also  proyide  that 
no  student  shall  be  disciplined  or 
penalized  for  not  reciting  such  a 
pledge. 

HB  309  provides  under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances  immunity  from  'civil  or 
criminal  liability  to  certain  school 
personnel  who  inform  parents  of  a 
child’s  unlawful  use  of  alcohol  and 
other  drugs. 

ENVIRONMENT 

HB  21  would  create  the  Mississippi 
Recycling  Act.  The  need  to  be  more 
environmentally  responsible  could 
refocus  attention  on  what  it  means  to 
be  earth  stewards. 

FAMILY 

HB  285  would  remove  the  statutory 
presumption  that  child  custody  should 


normally  be  awarded  to  the  mother. 

HB  290  would  create  the  “Uniform 
Premarital  Agreement  Act"  to  allow 
premarital  agreements  regarding  any 
interests  either  present  or  future  in 
real  or  personal  property  including  in¬ 
come  and  earnings. 

GAMBLING 

HCR  24  would  establish  a  state- 
operated  lottery  to  fund  education. 

HB  125  would  establish  the  Video 
Card  Machine  Control  Law  of  1991. 
This  is  part  of  the  mechanism  to 
legalize  video  poker  and  to  use 
whatever  proceeds  to  fund  public 
education. 

GOVERNMENT 

HB  1,  HCR  25,  HCR  26  would  reduce 
the  size  of  the  state  Legislature  in  an 
attempt  to  reduce  state  expenditures. 

HB  22  would  provide  for  a  referen¬ 
dum  calling  for  a  constitutional 
amendment. 

HCR  23  and  HCR  27  would  propose 
a  reduction  in  the  length  of  the  annual, 
regular  session  of  the  Legislature. 
HEALTH 

HB  164  would  prohibit  smoking  at 
public  high  schools. 

HB  183  would  prohibit  use  of  tobac¬ 
co  vending  machines. 

MEDIA  . 

HB  339  would  place  cable  television 
companies  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Public  Service  Commission. 

Your  attention  is  needed  im¬ 
mediately.  Your  representative  and 
senator  need  to  hear  from  you  today. 
Your  card,  letter,  and/or  call  could  be 
the  key  to  restoring  the  historic 
ethical  framework  of  the  state.  Your 
Christian  Action  Commission  stands 
ready  to  assist  the  membership  of  the 
2,000  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  can  be  contacted 
at  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205, 
968-3800. 

Jones  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  Christian  Action 
Commission. 
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Mississippi  women  make 
WMU  connections  in  Pe 


Overseas  missionary  force: 

Increased  attrition  takes  toll 


By  Vicki  Heath 
Part  4  of  4 


Every  49  Southern 
Baptist  passionaries 
appointed  from  1980 
to  1986  produced  12 
net  gains  on  the  field 


The  following  article  is  condensed  There  were  50  women  at  the  meeting!  They  had  been  so  good  to  carry  things 
from  journal  excerpts  written  by  This  group  was  the  most  responsive  for  us,  translate,  and  take  care  of  our 
Vicki  Heath  of  Jackson  while  on  group  of  all.  They  all  wanted  our  money. 

volunteer  mission  trip  to  Peru  with  autographs  and  presented  us  with  We  went  to  a  small  waiting  room. 
Ashley  McCaleb,  Jackson;  Bobbie  gifts  made  of  the  volcanic  ash  native  After  a  couple  of  hours,  Janet's  name 
Foster,  Prentiss;  and  Janet  Murray,  to  the  area.  was  called.  We  went  outside  where  all 

Jackson.  September  27,  Thursday  our  luggage  was  piled  bn  the  tarmac, 

September  24,  Monday  The  next  morning  Pam  Shearer  and  where  anyone  could  get  it,  and  were 

The  next  morning  we  left  early  to  Kim  Johnson  picked  us  up  for  told  to  identify  it  and  show  our  lug- 
bounce  back  down  the  mountain.  breakfast  at  a  beautiful  restaurant  on  gage  tags. 

Rodolph  took  us  to  the  airport,  driv-  the  riverbank.  The  snowcapped  September  28,  Friday 
ing  past  Chan  Chan  where  we  could  volcano,  Misti,  was  in  the  background.  We  sighted  the  Miami  skyline  and 
see  the  excavated  ruins.  People  were  washing  and  drying  beach  about  7  a.m.  God  bless  the 

September  25,  Tuesday  clothes  along  the  riverbank.  On  the  USA! 

We  found  out  today  that  our  Friday  grounds  were  monkeys  and  llamas.  We  trudged  to  the  Faucett  Airline 

at  has  been  cancelled  and  that  we  We  enjoyed  these  young,  fresh  mis-  desk  to  get  a  paper  explaining  to  Delta 
have  to  go  home  Thursday.  sionaries  so  much,  lb  see  their  en-  that  we  had  to  change  our  ticket  ar- 
We  took  Peggy,  Karl,  Christina,  and  thusiasm  and  zeal  was  great.  I  was  rangements  because  Faucett  had 
Jacob  to  dinner  at  Rincon  Gaucho  able  to  give  my  new  gown  and  robe  to  cancelled  our  flight.  The  man  at  the 
(Cowboy’s  Corner),  a  lovely  Pam  to  wear  when  she  goes  to  the  Faucett  desk  refused  to  help,  but  at 
restaurant  at  the  shore.  The  coastline  hospital  to  have  her  baby.  the  Delta  desk,  the  lady  took  one  look 

is  bleak  cliff  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  About  20  minutes  after  our  plane  at  me  and  took  pity.  We  flew  on  stand- 
some  beach,  and  very  cold  water.  was  airborne,  we  began  an  unschedul-  by  without  difficulty,  arriving  in 
September  26,  Wednesday  ed  descent.  We  became  rather  ner-  Jackson  at  7:55  p.m. 

Ashley  and  Janet  got  off  for  Iquitos.  vous  when  the  pilot  announced  a  stop  We  arrived  in  Jackson  different  peo- 

Bobbie  and  I,  accompanied  by  Cathy  in  Tacna.  We  were  at  the  border  of  pie  from  when  we  had  left.  We  were 
Phillips,  headed  south  to  Arequipa.  Chile,  in  the  opposite  direction  from  much  more  knowledgeable  about 
We  arrived  at  the  airport  for  a  three-  Lima.  Kathy  remarked,  “Now  you’ve  Peru ;  much  more  enlightened  about 
hour  wait  while  two  men  handwash-  been  literally  from  one  end  of  the  the  obstacles  faced  daily  by  our  mis- 
ed  the  outside  of  the  airport!  country  to  the  other,  from  Tumbes  to  sionaries;  much  more  concerned 

En  route  to  Arequipa  we  flew  over  Thcna.”  --  about  the  poverty  and  terrible  condi- 

some  snowcapped  mountains.  After  about  an  hour-and-a-half  on  tions  under  which  the  Peruvians  live; 

We  went  straight  on  to  our  con-  the  ground,  we  continued  on  our  way,  much  more  hopeful  and  thrilled  about 
ference  at  the  Jerusalem  Church,  turned  around,  and  headed  to  Lima.  Christians  in  Peru.  But  most  of  all, 
which  was  packed  with  people.  We  At  the  airport  to  catch  a  12: 30  flight,  much  more  convinced  that  God  had 
had  been  told  not  to  be  surprised  if  it  was  strange  to  part  company  with  called  us  to  a  task  and  we  had  ac- 
there  were  only  five  people  there.  Karl  and  Peggy  and  proceed  alone,  complished  it. 


Every  49  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  appointed  from  1987  to 
1989  produced  one  net  gain  on 
the  field.  But  incomplete  1990 
figures  offer  hope  for  upturn. 


Missionary  attrition  rate  rises 


It  is  sad  to  see  people  squandering 
money  and  know  you  can’t  help  them. 

mittee  discussed  with  Lloyd  (Elder)  he  could  not  anticipate  trustee  —  The  Tiro  ( Ohio )  World 
ELDER  FIRED  all  kinds  of  options  related  to  what  preference  on  whether  it  will  be  a 

From  vaee  3  From  nape  3  many  consider  an  impasse  in  leader-  closed  or  open  session. 

pag  ship  at  the  board,”  Anderson  said.  In  the  August  1989  session,  during 

written  petitions  of  more  than  20  “The  committee  is  still  discussing  op-  which  a  motion  to  fire  Elder  was 

trustees  had  specified  a  called  chairman  of  the  trustee  board,  said,  tions,  all  kinds  of  options.”  discussed  for  more  than  an  hour, 

meeting  prior  to  the  Feb.  4-6  semi-  “We  discussed  at  length  some  issues  Reports  indicated  the  recommen-  trustees  opted  to  hold  an  open 

annual  meeting.  that  have  arisen,  particularly  concer-  dation  was  that  Elder  either  resign  or  meeting. 

“I  believe  their  (trustees)  desire  is  ning  the  McBeth  book.”  retire.  Reports  also  indicate  that  Anderson  said  the  Jan.  17  meeting 

to  go  ahead  with  this  (review  of  The  administration  of  the  board  Elder  declined  to  do  either  when  he  had  been  called  for  the  single  purpose 
Elder’s  performance)  and  not  pre-  withdrew  before  publishing  a  centen-  metwithtrusteeleadersJan.il.  of  reviewing  and  “responding  to  the 

empt  the  other  business  that  will  be  nial  history  of  the  Sunday  School  Anderson  told  the  SSB  office  of  performance”  of  Elder.  He  added 

dealt  with  in  February,”  said  Ander-  Board  in  August  1990,  after  a  commit-  communication  he  called  the  special  trustee  bylaws  allow  for  other 
son.  “We  have  no  option  but  to  call  the  tee  of  trustees*  reviewed  the  session  of  trustees  after  he  received  business  to  transact  “upon  the 
meeting.”  manuscript.  The  book  was  written  by  written  petitions  from  more  than  20  unanimous  consent  of  the  trustees 

He  said  he  could  not  anticipate  Leon  McBeth,  professor  of  church  trustees.  He  declined  to  name  those  present  and  voting.” 
trustee  preference  regarding  a  clos-  history  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  trustees.  Asked  whether  trustees  likely  will 

ed  or  open  session  for  .  the  called  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Sunday  School  Board  guidelines  say  review  the  performance  of  other 

meeting.  f  The  trustees  felt  the  book  was  “special  meetings”  may  be  called  members  of  the  administration, 

In  August  1989,  a  motion  to  fire  “biased”  and  the  committee  voted  “by  or  at  the  request  of  the  chairman  Anderson  said  he  “had  no  information 
Elder  was  discussed  for  more  than  unanimously  to  “counsel  the  ad-  or  upon  the  written  petition  of  any  15  about  that.” 
one  hour  in  an  open  session  before  the  ministration  not  to  proceed  witKlhe  trustees.”  Elder,  57,  was  elected  president- 

motion  was  withdrawn.  publishing  of  the  book.”  The  special  called  meeting  —  just  elect  of  the  board  in  February  1983 

“I  would  much  rather  do  business  The  handling  of  the  McBeth  book  days  before  the  regular  meeting  —  and  was  installed  as  president  in 
in  an  open  meeting,  as  a  general  prin-  has  become  a  critical  issue,  par-  likely  will  cost  in  excess  of  $50,000.  February  1984.  He  was  elected 
ciple,”  said  Anderson.  “I  don’t  know  ticularly  with  some  trustees.  ABP  Estimates  are  based  on  the  special  without  opposition,  although  two 
what  the  will  of  the  trustees  will  be  or  learned  that  trustee  Larry  Holly,  a  called  meeting  of  the  SBC  Executive  fundamental-conservatives  on  the 
what  the  preference  of  Lloyd  Elder  medical  doctor  from  Beaumont,  Committee  in  July,  which  cost  about  board  abstained  from  voting, 
will  be.”  „  Texas,  met  with  the  Dec.  13  evalua-  $40,000.  Previously,  Elder,  a  native  of 

Anderson  said  the  Jan.  17  meeting  tion  workgroup  tp  criticize  Elder’s  Anderson  was  asked  why  the  Dallas,  was  executive  vice  president 

has  been  called  for  the  single  purpose  performance.  meeting  was  called  less  than  three  of  Southwestern  Seminary.  1978-83; 

“of  reviewing  and  responding  to  the  ABP  also  has  learned  Holly  has  weeks  before  a  regularly  scheduled  assistant  to  the  executive  director  of 
performance  of  the  president.”  written  at  least  one  letter  critical  ot  meeting  of  trustees.  He  said  the  writ-  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
The  trustee  bylaw  concerning  Elder  which  he  sent  to  all  members  ten  petitions  had  specified  a  called  Texas,  1975-78,  and  pastor  of  several 
special  meetings  states  that  “only  of  the  board.  Holly,  in  circulating  the  meeting  prior  to  the  Feb.  4-6  semi-  Texas  churches, 
such  business  for  which  any  special  criticisms  to  all  trustees,  brought  annual  meeting.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Howard  Payne 

meeting  may  be  called  shall  be  acted  about  an  hour-long  discussion  in  “I  believe  their  (trustees’)  desire  is  University,  Brownwood.  Texas,  and 

upon;  however,  other  business  may  be  August  of  1989  to  fire  Elder.  The  mo-  to  go  ahead  with  this  (review  of  holds  two  degrees,  including  a  doc- 
transacted  upon  unanimous  consent  tion  to  terminate  was  withdrawn.  Elder’s  performance)  and  not  pre-  torate  from  Southwestern  Seminary, 
of  the  trustees  present  and  voting.”  ABP  also  has  learned  at  least  four  empt  the  other  business  that  will  be  His  wife.  Sue.  had  heart  bypass 

As  to  whether  trustees  are  likely  to  other  trustees  have  written  letters  dealt  with  in  February.  We  had  no  op-  surgery  in  Nashville's  Baptist 

review  the  performance  of  other  critical  of  Elder  which  have  cir-  tion  but  to  call  the  meeting,”  Ander-  Hospital  Dec.  24. 

members  of  the  administration  in  the  cula ted  to  the  entire  board.  son  said.  (This  story  was  written  by  ABP 

future,  Anderson  said  he  had  “no  in-  After  the  Dec.  13  meeting,  the  five-  Elder  declined  to  comment  to  News  Director  Dan  Martin  and  bas- 

formation  about  that.  member  subcommittee  reported  to  a  reporters.  ed  on  reports  by  Linda  Lawson,  SSB 

“I  appreciate  the  spirit  of  the  Jan.  4  meeting  of  the  17-member  Dan  Collins,  an  attorney  from  office  of  communications,  and  Ray 

general  administration  committee,”  general  administration  committee.  Taylors,  S.C.,  and  chair  of  the  general  Waddle,  religion  editor  of  the 

said  Anderson.  “I  sense  a  tremendous  The  meeting,  according  to  reports,  administration  committee,  said  it  is  NASHVILLE  TENNESSEAN.  ABP 
loyalty  to  the  institution  itself.”  lasted  well  past  midnight  his  understanding  the  called  meeting  News  Director  Martin  plans  to  cover 

Lawson  writes  for  BSSB.  “The  general  administration  com-  will  be  open.  However,  Anderson  said  the  called  meeting  of  the  SSB. ) 


Aluminum  Product*  for  your  Church  . . , 

•  STEEPLES  •  COLUMNS 

•  CUPOLAS  •  CORNICES 

•  SELL  TOWERS  •  LOUVERS 

•  CROSSES  •  BALUSTRADES 

•  EXTERIOR  BULLETIN  BOAROS 

9UMMtUSVIllf  INOUfTKIIS  800-626-0350 
P  O  BOX  278  -  J  0<Y)5OJ  44J  II35 
CAMPBElLSVIllE.  KENTUCKY  427 1» 


FOR  SALE:  50  Choir  ROBES  in 
excellent  condition.  Call  (601) 
939-2975. 


FOR  SALE:  Nineteen  15T  pad¬ 
ded  PEWS  —  $2,000.  Call  -601) 
534-2108;  (601)  988-2141. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


FOR  SALE:  CHURCH  MINI  BUS, 
1980  Dodge  Sportsman,  seats  21 
adults,  luggage  compartment  in 
rear,  dual  A/C,  dual  rear  tires,  lots 
of  miles,  lots  of  miles  left,  $4,500. 
Fulton  Bridge  Church.  Hamilton. 
Alabama  (205)  921-3669  or  (205) 
921-9019. 
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ils  to  Belize 


Bluebird 


travels 


Book  reviews 


CP  receipts  second  highest 
BWA  starts  fund  for  East  Europe  for  month  of  December 


Bluebird  —  Hattiesburg  men  drive  bus  to  Belize,  with  love 


McLEAN,  Va.  (BP)  —  Baptists 
from  around  the  world  can  feed  peo¬ 
ple  in  Eastern  Europe  during  this 
time  of  severe  food  shortages  through 
a  special  fund  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance. 

Working  through  Baptist  Response- 
Europe,  Baptist  World  Aid,  the  relief 
and  development  arm  of  the  BWA  will 
send  funds  collected  to  the  European 
Baptist  Federation  in  Hamburg,  Ger¬ 
many.  These  funds  will  be  used  for 
food  packages  for  people  in  Romania. 
Bulgaria,  the  Soviet  Union  and 
wherever  needed. 

These  11-pound  packages  will  be 
trucked  to  Romania  and  Bulgaria 
with  some  packages  being  shipped  to 
the  Baltic  republics  and  other  parts 
of  the  USSR. 

Food  packages  will  contain  items 
such  as  sugar,  margarine,  oil,  flour, 
rice,  cheese,  powdered  milk,  cocoa, 
coffee,  chocolate,  soap,  washing 


powder,  aspirin  or  aspirin  substitutes, 
instant  soups,  sausages,  and  canned 
meats. 

Each  package  will  cost  $25  to  put 
together  and  ship,  estimated  Paul 
Montacute,  director  of  Baptist  World 
Aid. 

“If  the  same  package  were  shipped 
from  the  U.S.,”  said  Montacute,  “it 
would  cost  nearly  $50  to  airmail  and 
$25  to  send  by  surface  mail,  and  then 
it  would  not  arrive  until  winter  had 
ended.  This  system  will  feed  more 
people.” 

For  the  last  two  months,  European 
Baptists,  who  were  first  alerted  to  the 
need  by  visits  of  EBF  leaders  and  let¬ 
ters  from  churches,  have  been  sen¬ 
ding  food  and  basic  medicine 
packages  to  Romania  and  Bulgaria. 

Both  Montacute  and  Parker,  who 
serve  on  Baptist  Response-Europe, 
stressed  the  need  for  Baptists  to  work 
through  Baptist  Response-Europe  and 


the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

Churches  are  asked  not  to  send 
truckloads  of  food  and  clothing 
because  there  are  problems  with  both 
storing  and  distributing  such  bulky, 
unpackaged  shipments. 

The  small  Baptist  Response-Europe 
packages  will  be  distributed  to  the 
most  needy  through  networks 
established  by  local  churches  in  the 
countries. 

“We  already  have  heard  reports 
that  the  packages  are  getting 
through,"  said  Parker.  “It  is  essential 
that  the  packages  be  sent  through  this 
Baptist  Response-Europe  system 
since  we’ve  heard  of  others  winding  up 
for  sale  on  the  black  market." 

In  a  further  hunger  alert,  Mon¬ 
tacute  is  calling  on  Baptists  to 
remember  the  people  of  Africa, 
especially  in  the  Sudan.  Baptists 
World  Aid  already  has  a  fund  for  this 
hunger  appeal. 


Status  quo  for  Southeastern  Seminary 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  (SACS)  has  maintained 
Southeastern  Seminary’s  “warning” 
status  for  another  year. 

In  a  decision  announced  Dec.  12, 
SACS  decided  to  continue  the  current 
status  of  “warning  "  SACS  indicated 
that  there  had  been  significant  im¬ 
provement  at  Southeastern.  However, 
the  “warning”  status  will  be  retained 
for  an  additional  year  while  the  school 
continues  to  address  its  concerns 
L.  Russ  Bush,  III,  vice  president  for 


academic  affairs/dean  of  the  faculty, 
in  response  to  the  continued  “warn¬ 
ing"  status,  said,  “I  think  the  SACS 
decision  is  quite  understandable. 
Though  we  have  implemented  several 
processes  to  address  accreditation 
issues,  in  some  cases  we  have  not  yet 
completed  them.” 

The  faculty  selection  procedure  was 
cited  as  one  example.  “We  adopted  a 
new  faculty  selection  process  that  we 
hope  will  meet  the  Commission’s  ex¬ 
pectations,  but  it  will  not  have  produc- 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  unified  budget  receipts  in 
December  1990  totaled  $11,192,207,  an 
increase  of  6.73  percent  over 
December  of  1989. 

The  December  1990  total  was  the  se¬ 
cond  highest  December  Cooperative 
Program  giving  amount  on  record. 
Receipts  for  the  same  month  in  1988 
totaled  a  record  $12,151,002. 

Bennett  emphasized,  “Most 
Southern  Baptists  are  aware  that  the 
Cooperative  Program  is  the  lifeline  of 
support  for  our  world  mission  pro¬ 
gram.  Cooperative  Program  dollars 
received  by  the  Executive  Committee 
represent  only  a  portion  of  the  total 
Cooperative  Program  gifts.  The  state 


mission  programs  are  supported  by 
Cooperative  Program  funds  which  re¬ 
main  in  the  state  conventions.  The 
division  of  Cooperative  Program 
funds  between  states  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  approximately 
61  percent  for  states  and  39  percent  for 
the  Southern  Bpptist  Convention.” 

Designated  gifts  received  by  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  three- 
month  period,  primarily  for  the  An¬ 
nie  Armstrong  Offering  for  Home 
Missions  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Foreign  Missions,  experienc¬ 
ed  growth  comparable  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  a  3.61  percent 
increase  over  the  same  three  months 
of  1989. 


Artists  headline  PraiSing  II  celebrations 


ed  a  candidate  until  March  of  1991. 
Until  we  work  the  process  all  the  way 
through  at  least  once,  it  is  hard  for 
anyone  to  make  a  final  evaluation  of 
its  effectiveness.  Thus  SACS  has 
maintained  the  status  quo  until  we 
have  had  time  to  let  the  new  process 
run  its  course.”  Bush  said  he  believes 
that  information  about  the  Facul¬ 
ty/Trustee  retreat  held  in  early  Oc¬ 
tober  has  helped  SACS  to  see  that  the 
Seminary  is  makitlg  a  strong  effort  to 
meet  all  of  their  criteria. 


NASHVILLE  -  Southern  Baptist 
humorist  Jerry  Gower,  vocalist  Karla 
Worley,  and  keyboard  artists  Max 
Lyall  and  A1  Travis  are  among  per¬ 
sonalities  announced  for  the  March  11 
opening  of  PraiSing  II. 

PraiSing  II  is  a  four-day  worship 
and  praise  celebration  in  Nashville 

Vocalist  Cynthia  Clawson,  The  Cen- 
turymen,  handbell  ringer  Christine 
Anderson,  and  dramatist  Ragan 
Courtney  will  lead  Tuesday  evening's 
event.  On  Wednesday,  pianists 
Stephen  Nielson  and  Ovia  Young, 
soprano  Henrietta  Davis  and  baritone 
David  Ford  along  with  a  200-voice 
choir  of  Baptist  college  and  seminary 
students  will  lead  in  worship. 


Unveiling  of  The  Baptist  Hymnal, 
led  by  Wesley  Forbis,  hymnal  editor 
and  director  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board's  church  music  department, 
will  be  Thursday  evening.  A 
1,300-voice  choir,  handbell  ringers,  and 
an  orchestra  directed  by  Camp 
Kirkland  will  present  “Songs  of  Faith 
at  the  Heart  of  Baptist  People." 

Co6t  for  the  week  is  $50,  including 
all  concerts  and  celebration  services. 
A  limited  number  of  nightly  tickets  is 
available  at  $15  for  Monday,  Tuesday, 
or  Wednesday.  Cost  for  Thursday 
night’s  celebration  is  $20.  Checks, 
payable  to  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
should  be  sent  to  P.O.  Bax  24001, 
Nashville,  Tfenn.  37203. 
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Thursday,  January  17,  1991 


Devotional 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


By  James  Fancher 


7  have  purposed 


Bettye  Bingham  retires 


“He  did  it  on  purpose”  might  be  the  words  of  one  child  telling  on  another. 
Doing  something  on  purpose  can  be  good  or  bad. 

One  of  my  favorite  scripture  passages  is  2  Corinthians  9:6-8.  It  deals  with 

■  giving  of  money,  but  the  principle  involved  is  applicable 

to  so  much  more  in  our  lives. 

It  is  right  for  us  to  “purpose  in  our  hearts”  what  we  will 
or  will  not  do.  It  is  right  for  us  to  deliberate  about  it.  It  is 
good  to  do  it  cheerfully. 

The  psalmist  said,  “I  have  purposed  that  my  mouth  will 
not  transgress"  (Psalm  17:13). 

Daniel  purposed  not  to  defile  his  body  with  the  king’s  fan¬ 
cy  food  (Daniel  1:8).  He  evidently  had  purposed  to  meet 
Bettye  Bingham  God  three  times  daily  in  prayer,  no  matter  what  happened 

(Daniel  6:10).  It  landed  him  in  the  den  of  lions  but  God  pro- 
any,  Israel  —  to  name  a  few  of  their  tected  him  and  got  glory  from  it  all. 
istinations.  Paul  encouraged  the  Corinthians  to  plan  to  give  and  then 

_ _ _ ^  _  On  Dec.  18,  1990,  a  reception  was  he  talked  about  God’s  involvement  in  carrying  out  those  plans.  Second  Cor- 

Then  for  two  years  she  taught  art  at  given  in  Bettye’s  honor.  Her  fellow  inthians  9 : 8  says,  “And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  to  you,  that  always 

employees  gave  her  a  brass  planter,  having  all  sufficiency  in  everything  you  have  an  abundance  for  every  good 
(Another  of  her  “loves”  is  growing  deed.” 

v  4/ ^  £  ■>* ,  .  ,  I  plants  and  flowers. )  We  need  to  allow  God  to  guide  us  as  we  determine  our  purposes  and  de- 

*'*'''*;  ^  Her  family  presented  special  music,  pend  on  his  provision  to  enable  us  to  fulfill  them. 


Fancher 


the  phone  would  ring  down  the  hall, 

I’d  run  to  catch  it.” 

Following  years  included  more  time 
with  Student  Work  plus  Cooperative 
Missions,  and  then  14  years  as 
secretary  in  the  Evangelism 
Department. 

While  her  children  were  small,  she 
stayed  home  a  few  years.  Yet  then  she 
was  continually  doing  art  work  at 
home  for  the  WMU  Department.  She 
says,  “I  designed  stage  backdrops, 
program  covers,  and  any  other  idea 
Miss  Edwina  Robinson  had,  from 
styrofoam  statues  to  glittered  ^di¬ 
ners.”  / 

Bettye  tells  me  she  was  IjOm  in  _ 

Jackson.  After  her  graduation  from  WMU.  Often,  when  I  would  write  the 
Forest  Hill  High  School  in  1946,  she  state  missions  program  material,  for 
studied  two  years  at  “the  W”  before  adults,  children,  or  both,  she  would  do 

she  transferred  to  Belhaven.  That’s  the  posters  and  other  illustrative  - 

when  Brother  Gilbert  hired  her.  materials  that  accompanied  the 
She  married  Charles  Bingham  —  programs, 
whom  she  had  met  at  a  basketball  How  in  the  world  could  she  get  all  The  devil 
game  —  in  a  wedding  at  Van  Winkle  that  extra  work  done?  I  think  I  know 
Church  July  28,  1950.  her  secret:  she  makes  every  minute  Editor: 

count;  she  sets  a  goal  for  what  she  If  we  accept 
wants  to  get  accomplished  every  day  thinketh  in  his  heart  so  is  he,”  then  we 
^  and  organizes  her  time  according-  have  to  acknowledge  that  we  are 

ly;she  has  the  knack  of  doing  two  or  rapidly  becoming  like  the  filth  por- 
XX*  - \  three  things  at  the  time.  trayed  on  television.  You  stated  the 


Irene  Martin  returns  to  full-time  music 


Irene  Martin,  secretary  and  proofreader  for  the  Baptist  Record  for 
5>*  years,  has  resigned  that  position  to  resume  her  career  as  a  full-time 
musician.  She  is  available  to  churches  and  for  other  settings  as  a  con¬ 
cert  pianist,  as  a  music  conference  leader,  and  as  a  banquet  entertainer. 
She  may  be  contacted  at  Rt.  4,  Box  422,  Forest,  MS  39074  or  by  phone 
at  (601)  625-8919.  Martin  is  a  composer  and  arranger  as  well  as  a  per¬ 
forming  musician.  She  has  played  for  Senior  Adult  Chautauquas  at 
Ridgecrest,  Glorieta,  Greenlake,  and  cruises,  for  the  first  national  Senior 
Adult  Convention  in  Fort  Worth,  and  for  Mississippi  Baptist  evangelism 
and  Gulfshore  conferences. 


»*-JWav  v  A.  Cheerful,  loyal,  enthusiastic,  lots  of 

fun,  creative,  industrious,  cooperative, 
Bettye  Bingham  designed  the  logo  ingenious,  warmhearted,  thoughtful 
at  centers  the  tapestry  which  hangs  in  —  these  are  just  a  few  of  the  words 
e  Baptist  Building  chapel.  that  describe  her. 

Thank  you,  Bettye,  for  being  a 
illcrest  Church  school  and  later  gave  friend. 


Letters  to  the. editor 


Joys  of  the  Holiday  Season  and  a  Very  ~ - - 

Happy  New  Year.”  Editor: 

Tragically,  there  is  no  mention  of  Whije  this  is  not  an  official  staff 
the  word  “Christmas”  in  their  change,  I  thought  perhaps  it  would  be 
greetings.  Some  business  people  tell  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers, 
us  they  do  not  wish  to  offend  their  especially  other  ministers  who  might 
Jewish  clientele  by  using  the  word  have  been  called  to  active  duty  with 
Christmas;  it  appears  they  do  not  the  National  Guard, 
mind  offending  their  Christian  I  wish  there  were  some  way  of  get- 
clientele  by  failing  to  include  ting  in  touch  with  other  ministers  and 
Christmas  in  their  messages.  families  in  the  same  situation. 

To  our  suppliers,  vendors,  and  My  husband,  Ken  Davis,  pastor  of 
others  with  whom  we  do  business,  we  Union  Church,  Walthall  Association, 
are  sending  a  letter  telling  them  of  Tylertown,  since  August,  1990  was 
their  oversight  and  requesting  that  called  to  active  duty  with  the  155th 
next  year  the; 

Christmas  in  tl 

gest  everyone  who  received  a 
Christmas”  card  do  the  same. 


consider  including  Mechanized  Infantry,  based  in 
:ir  messages.  I  sug-  McComb.  He  serves  as  chaplain's 
non-  assistant  and  is  in  Ft.  Hood,  Texas.  J. 
B.  Stewart,  a  former  pastor,  will  be 
It  is  more  difficult  to  tell  a  friend  or  filling  the  pulpit  at  Union  during  the 
relative  we  did  not  fully  appreciate  his  pastor’s  leave-of-absence. 
card,  so  perhaps  this  point  could  be  I  will  remain  in  the  pastor's  home 
addresssed  from  pulpit  and  in  Chris-  during  his  absence, 
tian  pubications.  Virginia  Davis 

We  are  familiar  with  the  saying,  Rt.  1,  Box  2280 

“Put  Christ  back  into  Christmas."  Tylertown,  MS  39667 

Now  it  appears  necessary  to  ask  that  - 

“Christinas  be  put  back  into  the  Here's  a  definite  way  to  send  the 
season.”  blues  packing  every  time.  When  a 

If  Southern  Baptist  churches  were  negative  thought  tries  to  take  root  in 
to  write  letters  now  to  the  three  ma-  your  mind,  just  filter  it  out.  You  and 
jor  publishers  of  greeting  cards  tell-  you  alone  are  the  captain  of  the 
ing  them  they  were  urging  their  con-  thoughts  you  allow  to  come  aboard 
gregationk  to  consider  purchasing  on-  your  mind.  Allow  only  positive 
ly  Easter  and  Christmas  greeting  thoughts  of  success  and  weed  out  the 
cards  with  appropriate  messages,  you  others  It  takes  mental  discipline  to  do 
in  spiisftii  would  see  an  immediate  increase  in  this  at  first,  but  if  you  continue  per- 
the  availability  of  such  cards,  and  a  mining  only  good  thoughts  to  enter. 
Editor:  decrease  in  those  which  do  not  reflect  the  blues  will  depart  your  premises 

Some  of  the  most  beautiful  greeting  the  spirit  of  these  important  days.  for  other  weaker  minds  —  where  they 
cards  we  have  received  from  business  Jerry  L.  Luqire  can  breed  more  easily.  —  L.  Perry 

associates  and  others  wish  us  “’Pie  Brentwood  Christian  Press  Wilbur 


Camp  Garay w.  emblem  -  Camp  Garaywa  which  is  far  more  delating. 

For  a  couple  of  years,  she  and  I  emblem,  and  also  she  designed  one  of  J  don  t  believe  that  I  have  see 
were  in  the  same  Sunday  School  class  the  logos  of  the  MBCB  used  in  references  in  our  literature  or  1 
at  Daniel  Memorial;  then  she  and  previous  years.  Immortalized  in  anyone  speak  out  about  the  influ 
Charles  moved  their  letters  to  Alta  needlepoint,  it  centers  the  tapestry  in  °‘  soap  operas  or  other  progran 
Woods  Church,  where  they  remained  the  Baptist  Building  chapel.  of  sex,  filthy  language,  and  viol 

until  he  became  minister  of  music  at  Probably  she  and  her  husband  will  ®y  refusing  to  speak  out,  can  at 
Port  Gibson  Church  about  three  years  be  doing  more  traveling,  too.  Three  pression  other  than  that  such  11 
ago.  At  Alta  Woods,  she  taught  senior  years  ago,  he  retired  from  36  years  doped  be  reached  Is  our  treal 
adults  and  college  age  in  Sunday  with  Delta  Air  Lines.  Before  then,  of  this  not  comparable  to  the  co 
School  they  had  visited  Greece,  Italy,  ly  way  we  dealt  with  racial  issi 

In  the  late  'SOs.  she  was  my  SwiUn-land,  Ireland,  England,  Ger-  or^'£,Xil  Is  pleased  wh 
ni1.ir  ignore  that  most  pervasive  ei 

Benches  built  tor  converts  not  yet  won  ffuence  in  our  society  while  g< 

worked  up  about  lesser  things 

SAPELE,  Nigeria  —  Looking  for  faith  in  action?  Consider  the  members  of  Ray  A.  Thompson 

Bethel  Baptist  Church  in  Sapde  town,  Nigeria.  They  were  so  certain  people  Jackson 

would  respond  to  the  gospel  during  a  recent  door-to-door  evangelism  effort 
that  they  constructed  several  church  benches  for  new  believers  and  selected  pu»  Christmas 
a  plot  of  land  for  a  new  church.  “That’s  faith!”  exclaimed  missionary  Dorothy 
Osborne.  Sure  enough,  61  people  became  Christians  during  the  evangelism 
campaign  —  the  nucleus  of  a  new  congregation.  The  “Baptist  Soul  Winning 
Band/'  made  up  of  Nigerian  pastors  and  laymen,  participated  in  the  effort, 
which  also  was  supported  by  Southern  Baptist  missionaries. 
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names  in  the  news 


Shoreline  Park  Church,  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  ordained  Kelly  Isbell  in¬ 
to  the  gospel  ministry  on  Dec.  9.  He 
is  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Jasper 
Association.  Marty  Romero  is  pastor 
of  Shoreline  Park  Church. 


Mississippi  Baptists  will  have  two  Pastors  will  study  “Guiding  the 
Small  Church  Leadership  Training  Single  Staff  Church.”  Brotherhood 
Conferences  to  choose  from  on  Feb.  2.  leaders  will  study  “Leading  Baptist 
These  conferences  are  especially  Men,”  or  “Leading  Royal  Am- 
designed  for  leaders  in  churches  with  bassadors.” 

150  or  fewer  enrolled  in  Sunday  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  leaders 
School.  will  choose  from:  “WMU  Manual,” 

One  will  take  place  at  First  Church,  “Baptist  Women  Manual,”  “Baptist 
Charleston;  the  other  at  Blue  Moun-  Young  Women  Manual,”  “Acteens 
tain  College.  Both  will  meet  9:30  a.m.  Leader  Manual,”  “Girls  in  Action 
to  3:15  p.m.  Each  will  offer  identical  Leader  Manual,”  and  “Mission 
training  sessions.  Friends  Leader  Manual.” 

Morning  sessions  in  each,  will  be  In  Church  Music,  leaders  will  study 
taught  by  age  groups.  The  study  “Five  Practical  Lessons  for  Church 
course  book  will  be  “Understanding  Organists,”  “Five  Practical  Lessons 
Today’s  .  .  .  .”  for  Church  Pianists,”  “An  A-B-C 

The  afternoon  sessions  will  offer  Primer  for  Church  Musicians,”  or 
study  course  credit  by  studying  books  “Leading  Younger  Children’s  Choirs.” 
related  to  church  programs.  Lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  par- 

The  Sunday  School  leaders  will  ticipants  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
study  “Bible  Teaching  Through  the  Convention  Board.  However,  those 
Sunday  School.”  Discipleship  Training  planning  to  attend  should  register 
leaders  will  study  “DiscipleAU:  A  with  their  local  directors  of  missions 
Discipleship  Training  Manual.”  by  Jan.  28. 

Willis  to  speak  for  MasterLife  banquet 

Avery  Willis,  adult  section  director,  Willis  is  the  author  of  MasterLife 
Discipleship  Training  Department,  which  was  introduced  about  10  years 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  will  be  ago.  He  will  be  updating  the  par- 
the  keynote  speaker  for  a  MasterLife  ticipants  on  the  happenings  as  a  result 
alumni  banquet  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  29,  of  MasterLife  courses  taken  around 
during  the  Evangelism  Conference  at  the  world.  He  will  be  previewing  other 
First  Church,  Clinton.  Willis  will  also  LIFE  courses  which  are  following 
be  speaking  in  the  conference.  MasterLife. 

Those  who  are  certified  MasterLife 

leaders,  or  who  ai;e  friends  of  Tickets  may  be  secured  from  the 
MasterLife  are  invited  to  this  banquet  Discipleship  Training  Department  by 
which  will  be  ht  5  p.m.  held  between  calling  968-3800  or  writing  P.  O.  Box  Pictured  are  members  of  the  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth,  with  perfect  atten- 
the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  of  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Tickets  are  $5  dance  of  from  one  to  35  years.  They  are  Sherman  Pounds,  Terry  S.  Pounds,  Virgie 

the  conference.  each.  Lee  Pounds  (not  pictured),  one  year;  Willie  Blackwell  (not  pictured),  Jeff  Brumfield 

(not  pictured),  Kenny  Brumfield,  Donald  Lowery,  Patsy  Lowery,  Tiffany  Kroner,  two 
i  if  i  years;  Peggy  Stringer,  Kasey  Pittman,  Pud  Stringer,  three  years;  Kristen  White,  Will 

V  r  O  r  r  AllOrCl  Accepts  Stovall,  four  years;  Kim  Lowery,  Amy  Lowery,  six  years;  Dustin  Stringer,  eight  years; 

C-CX  /  /  AIL.  Julie  Lowery,  nine  years;  Sherrell  Magee,  Brandie  Magee,  10  years;  April  Stringer, 

*  '  —  Alabama  post  11  years;  Seth  Stringer,  12  years;  Jimmy  Thomas,  21  years;  and  B.  B.  Stringer,  35  years. 


EIGHT  STUDENTS  active  in  BSU  at  East  Central  Community  College,  Decatur, 
went  on  Dec.  13  to  the  home  of  the  foster  child  named  Jeremy,  a  7-year-old  who  has 
fetal  alcohol  syndrome,  and  is  trainable  mentally  retarded.  The  BSU  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  students  and  faculty  to  give  to  help  buy  Jeremy  a  few  Christmas  presents. 

“This  was  a  great  time  for  me  to  help  someone.  Jeremy  was  a  lot  of  fun  to  play 
with,"  said  J.  C.  Howell,  publicity  chairperson,  BSU  executive  council,  ECCC.  Another 
student,  Darlene  Pate,  stated,  “It  was  fun  watching  Jeremy  open  his  presents,  and 
it  was  great  to  know  I  was  a  part  of  giving  someone  something  that  they  needed.” 

Pictured  clockwise,  are  Tammie  Valker,  student;  Gayla  Goodwin,  BSU  president 
at  ECCC;  DeDe,  a  child  visiting  from  Conehatta;  and  Jeremy,  opening  present. 


Fort  Bayou  Church,  Vane  leave,  and 
Jackson  Association  honored  Celia  U. 
Mallette,  91,  for  her  66  years  of  service 
to  her  church  and  the  association  on  Nov. 
25.  Robert  Day,  pastor,  officiated  and 
presented  a  plaque  to  Mrs.  Mallette. 

During  her  service  to  the  church  and 
association,  she  served  in  many  offices, 
including  church  clerk  for  25  years, 
teacher  for  classes  for  more  than  25 
years,  as  well  as  a  godparent  with  her  late 
husband,  Hubert  L.  Mallette,  of  25 
childen. 


Bethel  Church,  Poplarville,  recogniz¬ 
ed  two  members  for  perfect  attendance 
in  Sunday  School.  Pictured,  are  Emelda 
Jackson  (left),  44  years  and  Tiffany  Smith, 
three  years. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


The  Jolly  Jesters  are  a  clown  troupe  at  Rawls  Springs  Church,  Hattiesburg,  who 
present  the  good  news  of  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  through  clowning.  They  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  revivals,  worship  services,  RA  and  GA  functions,  VBS  preparation  days, 
Sunday  School  parties  inside  and  outside  of  Mississippi,  Special  Olympics,  Civitan 
Camp  for  retarded  citizens,  and  visitation  to  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  and  homes 
of  the  elderly.  Anyone  interested  in  the  Jolly  Jesters’  clown  ministry  may  contact  Rawls 
Springs  Church  at  (601)  268-2801.  Pictured  they  are,  left  to  right,  Psalty,  Tutti,  Winkie, 
Penelope,  and  kneeling,  Blossom,  and  Klutz. 

Baptist  Student  Union  at 
‘T’PR®  Jones  County  Junior  College 

had  a  program  called  "Dress 
,  I  the  Children."  Friday,  Dec  7. 
V>  Through  the  seminar,  eight 
committees  have  each  raised 
v  $100  for  the  event.  Eight 

Jr  children  from  Jones  County  are 
Hjj^r  sponsored  by  the  BSU  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  and  their  com¬ 
mittee  members.  The  money 
d  was  used  to  buy  clothes  and 
toys  for  the  children.  A  party 
was  held  with  a  puppet  show. 
5  a  drama  presentation  of  the 

Christmas  story,  singing, 
■final  9ames.  refreshments,  and 
’  opening  of  the  presents.  John 

F.  Summer  Jr.  is  director  of 
r  US  BSU. 


Hollingsworth,  82, 
dies  in  Fulton 

James  P.  Hollingsworth  of  Fulton, 
82,  died  Saturday,  Dec.  15.  The  former 
pastor  was  ordained  in  1946  and  serv¬ 
ed  in  Cleveland  area  churches.  In 
Fulton,  he  was  a  member  of  First 
Church. 

Hollingsworth  was  previously 
employed  with  Delta  State  University. 


Krinklglas®  ^ 

...Saves  money 
...Radiates  beauty  • 

...Stope  breakage 

mm 

Economical,  attractive  stained  glass  alterna¬ 
tive  for  church  windows.  doors...  traditional  & 
modern  colors  &  patterns  of  your  choice.  Ask 
about  our  new  pastels! 

Call  your  distributor/dealer,  or  contact: 
DIMENSIONAL  PLASTICS  CORP. 

1065  E.  26th  Street.  Hialeah,  FL  33013 


Senior  adult 
corner 


He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Osie  Holl¬ 
ingsworth  of  Fulton,  sons  James  Holl¬ 
ingsworth  of  Greenville;  Rex  Holl¬ 
ingsworth  of  Fulton;  and  J.  C.  Holl¬ 
ingsworth  of  Cartersville,  Ga.  He  is 
Pearlie  R.  Sullivan  won  first  place  also  survived  by  a  sister,  Sadie  Gran¬ 
in  a  church  talent  contest  at  Raleigh  tham  of  Laurel ;  12  grandchildren,  and 
with  her  poem,  “Memories.”  Mrs.  13  great-grandchildren. 

Sullivan,  85,  of  Mize  and  her  husband.  Funeral  services  were  held  Dec.  17 
Virgie  L.  Sullivan,  86,  celebrated  their  at  First  Church,  Fulton.  Burial  follow- 
67th  wedding  anniversary  on  Dec.  2,  ed  in  Hillcrest  Masonic  Cemetery, 
1990.  Fulton. 


Solid  25  yar  rgpulatlont 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 
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Japanese  visit  First,  Lexington 

Pictured  followng  the  evening  worship  at  First  Church,  Lexington,  are,  from  left, 
Minoka  Muraoka  of  Saga,  Japan;  Bill  Barrett;  Professor  Takeshi  Yamanaka  of  Fut- 
sukaicihi,  Japan;  Michaef  O’Brien,  pastor  of  First  Lexington;  Tomonari  Yamanaka  of 
Tokyo;  Bruce  Hill;  and  Aya  Intsuzuka  of  Saga.  Barrett  and  Hill  were  guests  of  the 
Futsukaichi  Baptist  Mission  during  the  Japan-Mississippi  1989s  Partnership 
Evangelism  Campaign.  Prof.  Yamanaka  was  lay^pastor  of  the  mission  church,  and 
now  serves  as  visiting  professor  at  the  University  of  Richmond,  Va.  He  accepted  an 
invitation  to  visit  First,  Lexington,  during  the  Christmas  holidays  and  the  four  Japanese 
visitors  led  in  the  evening  worship  service,  Dec.  30.  The  two  young  women  study 
at  universities  in  Indiana.  The  younger  Yamanaka  is  visiting  the  United  States. 


A  pro-1  he  potlticai/legislative  rally  and 

walk  sponsored  by  Mississippi  Right  to  Life 
will  be  held  Jan.  19,  beginning  at  11:30 
a.m.  at  Smith  Park,  Jackson.  A 
memorial/prayer  vigil,  sponsored  by 
Right  to  Life  of  Jackson,  will  be  held  on 
Jan.  22  at  7  p.m.  on  the  south  steps  of 
the  state  Capitol. 


The  congregation  at  First  Church,  Louise,  is  worshiping  in  a  new  building.  The 
sanctuary  and  education  building  were  constructed  with  help  from  volunteers,  after 
the  old  building  burned.  A  member  said,  "First  Church  of  Louise  wishes  to  express 
its  heartfelt  appreciation  to  those  who  gave  their  God-given  talents,  time,  and  money 
to  the  rebuilding  of  God’s  church  building  after  the  tragic  fire."  A  dedication  service 
will  be  held  Sunday,  January  27,  at  2  p.m. 


West  Batesvllle  Mission  recently  received  a  check  for  $12,000  to  purchase  its  pro¬ 
perty.  the  gift  was  made  possible  through  the  State  Missions  Offering.  Pictured 
front  row,  right,  Panola  Association's  State  Board  member  Harrison  Weger  delivers 
the  check  to  Associational  Missions  Development  Director  Harold  Vaughan,  front  left. 
Also  pictured,  back  row,  left,  are  Cleophus  Rawls,  pastor  of  West  Batesville  Mission, 
and  right,  Rick  Glidewell,  pastor  of  the  mission’s  sponsor,  North  Batesville  Church. 


Robinhood  Church,  Brandon,  held  a 
poster  contest  in  promotion  of  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  The  winners  of 
“I'm  a  Winner”  T-shirts,  pictured  are  April 
Nerren,  Bill  Burton,  and  Eric  Burton. 
Robinhood  Church  reached  its  goal  the 
first  Sunday  in  December  and  surpass¬ 
ed  the  goal  by  $75. 

Robinhood  Church  presented  for  the 
first  time  a  living  nativity  scene  with  25 
people  involved.  Alton  Webb  is  music 
director.  Don  Nerren  is  pastor. 

In  1990,  five  members  of  Mission 
Hill  Church,  near  Wesson  worked 
their  way  through  either  the  whole  Bi¬ 
ble  or  the  New  'testament.  They  were 
Estelle  Chance,  Merle  Hux,  Robert 
and  Jane  Derrick,  and  Maud  Thomp¬ 
son.  Pastor  terry  J.  Moore  preached 
through  the  Bible  in  1990,  following  the 
“Read  the  Bible  Through”  plan  in 
Open  Windows. 

Crossgates  Church,  Brandon  is 
hosting  the  “Share  the  Light”  Rally, 
Jan.  26,  at  7  p.m.  “4  HIM”  will  be  in 
concert  along  with  Mike  Curry,  a 
youth  communicator.  This  event  is 
sponsored  by  youth  ministries  of 
Rankin  County  churches.  A  love  offer¬ 
ing  will  be  taken. 

An  article  in  last  week’s  Baptist 
Record  concerning  an  upcoming 
church  business  administrators’  con¬ 
ference  (Jan.  24  in  Jackson),  stated 
that  Tim  Holcomb  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board  will  discuss  a  book. 
Holcomb  will  not  be  at  the  meeting, 
but  the  book,  A  Maintenance  Manual 
for  Southern  Baptist  Churches,”  com¬ 
piled  by  Holcomb,  will  lie  discussed. 


A  Sunday  School  Board  news 
release  published  Jan.  3  and  titled 
“National  convocation  offers  celebra¬ 
tion  of  biblical  message”  included  the 
month  and  days,  but  the  year  in¬ 
advertently  was  left  off.  The  convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  April  21-23,  1992. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Thursday,  January  17,  1991 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  9 


Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison  will  dedicate  its  new  facility  on  Sunday.  Jan.  20  of  Oak  Grove  Church,  RAs  of  Str 
at  1:30  p.m.,  following  a  dinner  on  the  grounds  at  noon,  and  morning  worship  at  River  Church,  and  Joel  Eaven: 
10:30  a.m.  There  will  be  no  evening  worship  services.  Former  pators  and  members  pastor  of  Mt  Zion  Church  H  C 
are  invited  to  attend.  Joe-B.  Chapman  is  associate  pastor,  Randall  C.  Hall  is  minister  Schilling  is  director  of  missions 
of  music,  Phil  S.  Walker  is  pastor.  -  ...  . 


Simpson  Association  serves  as  a 
distribution  center  for  those  in  need 
at  Christmas.  The  largest  contribu¬ 
tion  is  the  toy  ministry.  This  year  120 
families,  380  children  were  assisted. 
Tbys  were  donated  by  individuals, 
churches,  Magee  Dinner,  People’s 
Bank,  and  Wal-Mart.  Boxes  for  the 
toys  were  donated  by  Anderson  Box 
Company,  assisted  by  Cal-Maine  and 
Don  Luper.  The  Raptist  Men  of  First 
Church,  Mendenhall,  assembled  the 
boxes.  Fifty-six  BYWs  and  Acteens 
from  10  churches  sorted  the  toys.  The 
toys  were  distributed  by  the  Acteens 
of  Oak  Grove  Church,  RAs  of  Strong 
River  Church,  and  Joel  Eavenson, 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church.  H.  Glen 


Bivocational  ministers  elect 
officers,  adopt  constitution 


Parkhill  Church,  Jackson,  has  sur¬ 
passed  its  goal  of  $500  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  Jimmy 
Sellers  is  pastor. 


MEMPHIS,  tenn.  (BP)  -  The 
Bivocational  Ministers’  Association 
held  its  organizational  meeting  in 
mid-December  at  Southland  Church 
in  Memphis,  tenn.  More  than  50  par¬ 
ticipants  approved  a  constitution  and 
bylaws  and  elected  their  first  slate  of 
officers. 

President  of  the  association  for 
1990-91  is  James  Greer  of  Pineville, 
La.  Other  officers  include:  Charles 
Stewart,  Ashland,  Ky.,  first  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Leonard  Foster,  Carlsbad,  N.M., 
second  vice  president;  Frank  Phillips, 
Gainesville,  Fla.,  secretary;  and  Ken 
Cook,  Jackson,  Miss.,  treasurer. 

Bivocational  pastors  attending  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Bivocational  Ministries  late  in 
1989  decided  to  create  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  After  discussion  this  year,  par¬ 
ticipants  voted  to  limit  membership 


to  persons  actually  engaged  in  bivoca¬ 
tional  ministry  on  an  on-going  basis. 
Those  who  join  during  1990-91  will  be 
designated  as  charter  members. 

Members  chose  “ministers”  instead 
of  “pastors"  for  the  association’s 
name  in  order  to  encourage  participa¬ 
tion  by  bivocational  ministers  of 
music  and  other  staff  members.  More 
than  9,000  Southern  Baptist  pastors 
serve  bivocationally,  and  at  least 
25,000  ministers  of  music  are  part- 
time,  volunteer  or  bivocational. 

Glenn  Ailshie,  bivocational  pastor 
from  Mullins,  S.C.,  predicted  that  the 
new  association  would  have  a  “great 
impact  on  missions  and  evangelism.” 
Noting  the  shortage  of  leadership  in 
new  work  areas,  he  told  the  group, 
“We  need  people  like  us  to  move  into 
these  areas  to  undertake  new  church 
starts.” 


Do  we  respect  the  sanctity  of  human  life?” 


By  Behny  Still 

Genesis  1:27;  Matthew  5:13-16, 21-22,  27-28, 4345a 
Could  it  be  in  our  age  of  “quick  fix”  answers 
on  nearly  every  issue  known  to  man  that  we 
have  fumbled  the  ball  when  it  comes  to  the 
sanctity  of  human  life?  It  is 
important  that  we  take  a 
stand  for  our  convictions.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that 
when  God  created 
humankind,  he  thought  the 
creation  was  special,  too.  So 
special  to  God  was  his  crea¬ 
tion  that  the  scripture 
records  he  “created  them  in 
his  own  image”  (Gen.  1:27). 

Still  We  are  unique  in  our  crea¬ 

tion.  We  have  different 
features,  but  the  mystical  something  that 
makes  us  alike  is  the  breath  of  God.  We  are  liv¬ 
ing  souls! 

Our  lesson  this  week  deals  with  the  sanctity 
of  human  life  —  in  all  its  stages.  Most  Southern 
Baptists  believe  that  human  life  begins  at  the 
moment  of  conception,  when  the  sperm  cell  fer¬ 
tilizes  the  egg.  lb  humanly  interrupt  the  growth 
cycle  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  the  death  of  that 
new  life  is  nothing  short  of  murder  and  should 
be  treated  that  way.  One  reason  for  God’s 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

creating  humans  as  he  did  was  to  facilitate  our 
ability  to  fellowship  with  him  and  with  one 
another.  Who  do  we  think  we  are,  to  allow 
anything  or  anyone  to  come  between  the 
created  and  his  Creator? 

If  we  would  fellowship  with  our  Creator  and 
with  one  another,  the  relationship  between  us 
must  remain  intact.  Jesus  said  as  much  when 
he  made  the  comparison,  recorded  in  Mat¬ 
thew’s  gospel  in  the  “salt  and  light”  passage 
(vss.  13-16).  Salt  improves  the  flavor  of  most 
foods.  It  also  keeps  many  foods  from  rotting. 
Light  dispels  darkness  and  exposes  evil.  So,  salt 
and  light  together  help  make  things  better  all 
around.  As  children  of  God  we  should  keep  our 
savor  —  not  let  anything  dilute  our  effectiveness 
for  the  Lord.  We  should  also  bring  light  —  the 
Light  into  areas  of  darkness  to  expose  the  por¬ 
nography,  abortion,  and  moral  decay  that  crip¬ 
ple  our  society.  Our  children  need  to  know  that 
there  are  things  in  the  Christian  life  and  home 
that  are  not  negotiable.  How  will  they  be  able 
to  make  distinctions  and  responsible  decisions 
on  such  issues  unless  we  provide  the  proper  ex¬ 
ample?  Is  it  not  time  for  adults  to  do  some 


changing  of  heart  and  attitude,  to  provide  the 
type  of  Christian  example  our  kids  really  need? 

In  Matthew  5:21-22,  Jesus  talks  to  us  about 
the  issue  of  murder.  Beyond  the  idea  of  hiurder 
in  taking  the  life  of  a  person,  the-Master 
reminds  us  that  even  anger  against  a  brother 
constitutes  a  serious  offense  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
We  are  to  treat  one  another  with  dignity  and 
respect  —  regardless  of  age  or  station  in  life. 
As  Christians,  God  has  given  us  a  view  of 
ourselves  and  others  that  is  founded  upon  his 
infinite  love  and  unerring  wisdom. 

With  every  breath  you  take,  you  reconfirm 
God’s  gift  of  life  With  every  heartbeat,  you  con¬ 
tinue  the  creation  that  began  in  your  own 
mother’s  womb.  With  every  action,  you  live  out 
the  miracle  of  man  —  a  miracle  that,  from  con¬ 
ception,  was  created  in  the  image  of  God.  We 
cannot  pretend  that  God  approves  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  children  or  abuse  in  any  fashion.  We  need 
to  work  to  protect  this  precious  gift  of  life. 

Jesus  commands  in  verses  27-28  that  we  are 
to  live  with  sexual  purity.  If  we  took  him 
seriously  as  a  nation,  there  would  be  very  few, 
if  any,  abortions.  Sexual  promiscuity  among 
young  people  and  adults  violates  respect  for 
human  life.  It  merchandises  people  and  causes 
horrendous  mental  scars  that  can  last  a 


lifetime  Jesus  related  that  the  command  of  the 
ancients  not  to  commit  adultery  was  a  valid 
one.  He  carried  it  a  step  further  by  saying 
“everyone  who  looks  on  a  woman  to  lust  for  her 
has  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in  his 
heart”  (vs.  28).  Jesus  did  not  make  these  obser¬ 
vations  to  cramp  our  style,  but  simply  to  help 
us  maintain  the  purity  of  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  us  and  his  Father. 

Lest  we  become  Pharisaical  in  our  case 
against  abortion,  let  us  also  be  willing  to  fly  the 
flag  of  God’s  forgiveness  for  those  who  have 
found  themselves  involved  in  sexual  impurity, 
who  are  pregnant  outside  of  a  marriage  rela¬ 
tionship,  who  have  had  an  abortion,  and  who 
have  counseled  or  made  an  abortion  possible. 
Let  us  help  these  people  to  know  that  he  wants 
to  forgive  all  who  have  sinned  and  restore  them 
to  a  right  relationship  with  himself  and  others. 
If  our  relationship  with  the  Father  is  out  of 
sync,  then  our  relationships  with  our  fellowmen 
will  also  be  out  of  kilter. 

If  there  must  be  a  “quick  fix,”  let  it  be  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  stands  ready  to  receive  all  who 
will  come  to  him  for  forgiveness. 

Still  is  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Wood- 
viile  Heights  Church,  Woodville  and  pastor  of 
Adams  Baptist  Mission. 


God’s  laws  of  life  and  love  and  liberty  and  light 


By  Jerry  Vardaman 

Gen.  1:27;  Matt.  5:13-16,  21-22,  27-28,  43-45a 
Made  in  God’s  image  , 

Ibday  we  briefly  turn  back  to  the  pages  of  the 
Old  Testament  to  be  reminded  that  God  is  the 
Creator  of  life  in  every  form. 
The  highest  form  of  his  crea¬ 
tion,  of  course,  was  man, 
made  in  his  own  image. 
What  does  this  mean?  It 
means  that  man  has  the 
power  to  communicate  —  to 
talk,  to  hear,  and  to  under¬ 
stand  precise  and  highly  in¬ 
telligent  language  in  order 
to  behave  responsibly. 

Vardaman  Man  has  the  Power  to 
fellowship  with  one  another 

and  with  God.  We  have  the  gift  of  prayer.  In  all 
of  this  we  automatically  understand  that 
women  are  included  —  since  man  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  Genesis  means  mankind;  that  is  the 
meaning  of  Adam  —  in  Hebrew ;  Enosh/Ish  are 
the  words  for  individual  man.  Man  has  the  gift 
of  reason  —  to  a  degree  not  possible  to  attain 
among  God’s  other  creatures. 

Man  has  the  gift  of  sovereignty  to  rule  over 
an  that  God  has  appointed  him.  Mankind  has 
been  blessed  with  high  privileges,  but 
privileges  entail  responsibilities. 


BIBLE  BOOK 

God’s  Commandments 

In  the  Old  Testament  we  have  spelled  out  the 
Ten  Commandments  —  in  both  Ex.  (20:1-17) 
and  in  Deut.  (5:6-21;  cf.  6:4-18).  We  must 
understand  that  God  provided  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  for  our  benefit  and  not  for  our  in¬ 
jury.  There  is  no  way  that  any  society  can  en¬ 
dure  if  that  society  disregards  God’s  gracious 
and  loving  commandments. 

In  the  New  Testament  period,  the  Jews  read 
the  book  of  Deuteronomy  (Deut.  31:10)  more 
than  any  other  book.  But  some  teachers  in 
Jesus’  time  had  perverted  the  teaching  of  the 
Old  Testament.  During  the  sabbatical  years  — 
every  seven  years  apart  —  land,  for  example 
was  to  be  returned  to  its  original  owners. 
Judaism  had  given  that  practice  up  in  the  time 
of  Jesus.  Jews  were  to  loan  money  to  each 
other;  and  if  the  debt  carried  over  into  the  sab¬ 
batical  year,  what  remained  of  the  debt  was  to 
be  cancelled. 

The  practice  resulted  in  people  refusing  to 
loan  money  to  each  other,  so  as  not  to  have  any 
such  cancellation  of  money  owed  to  them.  Jesus 
deliberately  contradicted  such  teachings  and 
said  that  Lf  anyone  were  in  need,  that  his 
disciples  should  give  willingly  to  aid  such 


misfortunes,  and  should  forget  the  debt  Matt 

5:42). 

Jesus  saw  it  necessary  to  reinterpret  the  O.T. 
and  to  deliver  his  disciples  from  false  legalistic 
understandings  which  existed  in  his  day.  If  one 
would  understand  what  Jesus  taught  in  the  Ser-. 
mon  on  the  Mount,  one  must  read  again  the 
book  of  Deuteronomy  and  then  go  to  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount  to  see  how  Jesus  interpreted 
that  great  O.T.-  book,  in  particular.  Note  a  few 
of  Jesus’  emphases : 

God’s  law  of  light  —  Most  of  us  are  turned  off 
by  rules  and  regulations.  Maybe  one  of  the 
reasons  is  our  fear  of  breaking  whatever  rules 
we  are  to  observe.  But  the  law,  as  interpreted 
for  us  by  Jesus,  is  like  a  light.  We  see  so  many 
confused  people  around  us  who  do  not  have  an 
inner  light,  or  an  outer  light.  Jesus  says  that 
when  we  live  positively  for  him,  the  lights  which 
guide  us  will  soon  be  guiding  others’who  are 
looking  for  those  same  kinds  of  dynamics  and 
blessings  which  Christians  enjoy :  “Let  your 
light  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in 
heaven.” 

God’s  law  of  love  —  Someone  said  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  after  the  North  had  won  the 
Civil  War:  “Sir,  we  must  destroy  our  enemies 
and  destroy  the  South.”  Lincoln  responded  that 
when  we  love  our  enemies,  we  do  destroy  them. 
Lincoln  learned  such  wisdom  from  Jesus: 


“Love  your  enemies.”  I  have  seen  what  hatred 
can  do  in  people’s  lives.  The  worst  thing  about 
hatred  is  that  it  destroys  the  people  who  prac¬ 
tice  it! 

God’s  law  of  life:  Everything  about  life  is 
sacred.  Even  the  death  process  is  sacred  and 
when  that  event  faces  us  —  as  it  will  surely  face 
everyone  of  us  —  we  are  to  commit  our  ways 
into  his  hands  and  trust  him,  just  as  Jesus  did: 
“Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit.”  We 
hear  a  lot  about  life  and  dpath  in  modem  socie¬ 
ty,  but  we  should  remember  that  we  would 
never  have  had  our  acute  abortion  problem,  if 
we  had  practiced  what  Jesus  plainly  taught  us 
—  not  to  even-look  on  each  other  with  adulterous 
eyes ;  but,  we  are  to  practice  God’s  wise  way  of 
sexual  purity,  and  we  are  to  use  every  gift  he 
has  entrusted  to  us  responsibly.  The  law  of 
“Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery”  is  almost 
forgotten  in  our  modem  pulpits,  but  remaining 
silent  will  not  solve  our  dilemma.  May  God  still 
speak  to  our  modern  needs  through  the  kinds 
of  lives  his  children  are  living. 

God’s  law  of  liberty  —  Jesus  said  that  if  the 
Son  will  make  us  free,  that  we  shall  [je  free  in¬ 
deed  (John  8:36).  We  will  keep  God’s  gracious 
and  wise  laws  because  we  love  and  want  to  do 
his  will.  This  is  the  only  power  which  will  enable 
us  to  please  him. 

Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology,  Miss. 
State  University. 


Respect  human  life  and  give  it  the  sanctity  God  intended 


By  Ruth  N.  Alien 

Genesis  1:27;  Matthew  5:13-16,  21-22,  27-28,  4345a 
John  Ruskin,  an  English  author,  said,  “God 
created  man  in  his  image  and  man  has  return¬ 
ed  the  compliment.”  Returning  God’s  compli¬ 
ment  becomes  one  of  the 
Christian’s  highest  goals.  In 
creation,  God  gave  mankind 
the  breath  of  life,  personali¬ 
ty,  reason,  and  the  capacity 
to  love.  Creating  mankind  is 
the  crown  of  God’s  creation. 
Since  God  has  placed  such 

%high  value  on  mankind,  so 
should  his  disciples  accord 
others  the  same  assess- 
..  ment.  We  show  our  love  for 

Al,cn  the  creator  when  we  respect 

his  creation. 

Jesus  elevated  the  sanctity  for  human  life 
beyond  rabbinical  teachings.  Often  these 
teachings  condoned  revenge-motivated  actions 
Our  Lord  always  responded  compassionately  to 
those  in  need.  A  human  life  was  precious  to  him. 
and  as  his  followers  we  must  reflect  the  same 
<  ompassion.  He  (felivered  the  Sermon  on  the 
I  fount  as  a  spiritual,  oral,  and  ethical  standard 
■lor  all  disciples.  He  emphasized  the  vertical  and 


UNIFORM 

horizontal  relationship  between  God  and 
mankind.  A  person  who  is  right  with  God  is, 
therefore,  right'with  his  fellowman.  One  can¬ 
not  be  wrong  with  his  fellowman  and  right  with 
God. 

“Salt”  and  “light”  (5:13-16),  are  used  to 
describe  the  Christian  way  of  life.  In  Jesus'  day 
salt  was  used  for  medicine,  as  an  item  of  trade, 
a  preservative  and  flavor  for  food.  However,  salt 
which  lost  its  saltiness  lost  its  value,  and 
became  useful  only  as  a  base  for  highways,  for 
literally,  “it  (salt)  was  trodden  under  foot.” 
Likewise,  a  Christian  disciple  who  respects 
human  life  fulfills  God’s  wish  to  favorably 
permeate  society.  The  disciple  who  does  not 
respect  human  life  diminishes  himself  in  value 
to  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  homes  of  Israel  light  was  dim  at  best. 
No  one  would  dare  light  a  lamp  and  then  con¬ 
ceal  the  rays  with  a  measuring  basket.  Lighting 
was  primitive,  and  each  ray  was  vital  for  il¬ 
lumination  w  hich  must  not  be  dimmed  by  an 
unclear  testimony.  The  overthrow  of  the  forces 
of  darkness,  sin,  pornography,  abortion,  gambl¬ 


ing,  lustful  pursuits,  and  all  manner  of  sinful 
entertainment  demands  Christians  light  the 
world  with  their  spiritual  influence. 

Years  ago  a  blind  man  always  carried  a 
lighted  lantern  each  time  he  went  out  at  night. 
Curious  individuals  would  always  ask,  “Why 
carry  a  light  when  you  cannot  see?”  The  man 
would  answer,  “I  carry  the  light  to  keep  people 
from  stumbling  over  me"  Therefore,  in  our  bat¬ 
tle  against  the  forces  of  Satan,  Christians  can¬ 
not  afford  to  become  stumbling  blocks  to  others. 

Again  Jesus  probes  the  depth  of  human 
nature  (5:21-22).  He  states  his  prohibition 
against  murder  and  calling  someone  stupid.  In 
verse  22  the  word  “Raca”  means  “empty”  or 
a  fool.  Thus,  when  an  individual’s  concept  of 
another  degenerates  to  the  calling  of  names,  a 
situation  exists  which  may  result  in  injury  or 
even  murder.  Jesus  condemns  such  a  situation 
in  the  lives  of  his  disciples.  Human  worth 
demands  more  noble  consideration. 

Jesus  amplifies  the  commandment  on 
adultery  with  an  additional  command  pro¬ 
hibiting  lustful  thoughts  (5:27-28).  There  is  an 
old  rabbinical  teaching  (Bruce),  “The  eye  and 
the  heart  are  the  two  brokers  of  sin.”  Illicit  sex 
often  leads  to  unwanted  pregnancies,  which  in 
turn  often  lead  to  abortions.  Beginning  with  a 


thought,  a  glance,  or  lustful  desire,  adulterous 
relationships  may  result.  The  avoidance  of  the 
overt  act  can  be  greatly  reduced  with  proper 
respect  and  restraint  toward  others.  Some  use 
this  passage  to  justify  acts  based  on  the  con¬ 
cept,  “You  just  as  well  do  it  as  to  think  it.”  In¬ 
dividual  thoughts  hurt  only  the  thinker.  Par¬ 
ticipation  in  an  act  always  involves  others  and 
results  in  natural  consequences.  Jesus  com¬ 
mands  us  to  love  one  another  (5:43-45a).  Chris¬ 
tians  should  seek  to  attain  the  type  of  love  Jesus 
exhibits. 

Godly  love  involves  a  new  approach  to  the 
manner  in  which  one  views  the  worth  of  peo¬ 
ple.  “God  makes  the  rain  to  fall  on  the  just  and 
the  unjust.”  He  does  not  show  partiality  to  per¬ 
sons.  He  loves  us  all,  and  it  behooves  us  to  follow 
his  example. 

Resolve  today  to  respect  all  human  life  and 
give  it  the  sanctity  God  intended.  Respect  the 
born  and  the  unborn  with  the  same  respect  we 
have  for  our  Lord,  for  we  have  been  “made  in 
His  image.”  Return  God’s  compliment  by  liv¬ 
ing  your  life  in  accordance  with  his  will  and 
purpose. 

Allen,  of  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

A  iQQfl  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Britton  Russell  CLower  A  Dena  CUn 

UeC  I  >  -  Mrs  w  s  Hammond  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moon 

Dec  31  1990  Mr.  Russell  Dil  worth  Mrs.  Enla  R.  Conerly 

RrwktnrUn  Ur  1  Ur*  Rnhart  T  Vf.Mrrr 


MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Manerd  W.  Aden 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Werner  Woods 
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Mrs.  Frances  N.  Allen 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Joy  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  Frances  N.  Allen 
Mrs.  Loots*  Alvey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Layer 
Sihyl  Andrews 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland  Jr. 

Christine  Arendale 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Mrs.  Ethel  Arrington 
John  k  Jane  Polk  It  Family 
Ttodd  Ashton  ' 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Dan  W. 

Southerland  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  A. 
Luecke 

Mr.  William  Wade  Adcock.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Ay  cock 
Mr.  Horace  Baggett 
Zola  k  Debbie  Haralson 
Mr.  Johnnie  Bailey 
Mrs.  Dorothy  F.  Nelson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  H.  M.  Holt 
Mr.  Sam  H.  Bailey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  T.  A.  Waits 
Mrs.  Lucille  A.  Bailey 
Mr.  Clayton  E.  Bala 
Mrs.  Clayton  E.  Bain 
Mr.  Bock  Baine 
Min  Mary  F.  Wyatt 
Mr.  Troy  Baldwin 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harry  K  Woods 
Roby  DIB  ft  WUUe  Barker 
Mrs.  Lubye  Ibwry 
Mrs.  A1  Barrett 
Mrs.  Pearl  Burkett 
Mrs.  Ena  Barrett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bruce  Moore 
Mr.  Cassie  L.  Bass 
Mrs.  Lem  Pittman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Homer  Pope 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  A.  Mobley 
Mr.  Clarence  Beasley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Donnie  Ray  ft 
Lea  Moffett 
Mrs.  Frances  Bennett 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 


Mrs.  Betty  R  Owen 


Mrs.  Bessie  G.  Thompson 
Mrs.  LneiHe  Bishop 
Gleaners  Sunday  School, 
FBC  Jackson 
Jean  Stubbs 
Mrs.  Dewey  Blackledge 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Harry  K  Woods 
KeOy  Blackstock 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland  Jr. 

Min  Kelly  Blackstock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
Roscoe  Bond 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Prine 
Min  Katherine  Boney 
Ms.  JoAnn*  Martz 
Commander  Ray  L.  Bonner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Pittman 
Mr.  Wilson  B.  Bourne 
Mrs.  Wilson  B.  Bourne 
Mr.  D.  R.  Bowan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Myron  E  Squires 
Stacie  Michelle  Bradford 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Little 
Duane,  Wanda  ft  Garrett 
Bradford 
Ashley  Morris 
Mr.  Billy  Bradshaw 
Mrs.  Frances  N.  Allen 
Hngh  K.  Bra  me 
Mrs.  Edith  W.  Steele 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bratton 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mr.  Russell  DUworth 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Croft  ft 
Rex 

Debbie  ft  Mike  Croft 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  Dalton  Bridges 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  M.  Mitchell 
Mr.  Allen  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  A.  Waits 
Mrs.  Connie  Boatright  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Aiken 
Mrs.  Letter  L.  Brown 
Miss  Sarah  S.  Niles 

M.  L.  Brumbeioe 
Mrs.  Edwin  Hitt 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Nicholas  C. 
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Mr.  Ned  Bnckhalter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Billy  &  Buckley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roscoe  Smith 
Mrs.  Leon  Burgess 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Guest 

Mr.  Tbrrence  Bark* 
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Mr.  Wade  Barns 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  R  Moore 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Amos  Arender  Sr. 
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Mrs.  Douglas  L.  Hiatt 

Mrs.  Frank  Byrd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Mr.  W.  M.  Byrd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Charles  R. 
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Mr.  ft  Mis.  Winfred  Callender 
Rev.  J.  R.  Cameron  - 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hiram  C. 

Newman  Sr. 

Ike  Campbell 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  L.  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  Turner 
Mrs.  Mary  Carpenter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 
Mrs.  Meredith  D.  Carpenter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Carl  M.  Kelly 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Cars  an 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Carson 
Mrs.  Eunice  Campbell  Carson 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Reeves 
Chester  Carter 
Mr  ft  Mrs  William  E. 

Hatton 

Haney  Carter 
Mrs  June  T.  Brooks 
Mrs.  Flora  Carter 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Caperton 
Mrs.  Inez  Hollis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hosea  Kemp 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  McGee 
Rev.  James  Carton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  H.  Mabry 
Sr. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Cathey 
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Duane,  Wanda  ft  Garrett 
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Russell  CLawer  ft  Dena  Ctardy 
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Mr  ft  Mrs  Robert  T  Myers 
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Mrs.  Lsri  Davis 
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Mrs.  Margie  Davis 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Dugan 
Kelly  Dskcs 
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Mr  ft  Mrs.  Billy  M.  Sherman 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
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Ms.  Laura  W.  Thylor 
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Mrs.  H.  A.  Noblin 
Mr.  C.  E.  Dunlap 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Myron  E.  Squires 
Grace  Dana 
Mrs.  Dewey  L.  Bain 
Ms.  Lottie  T.  Williamson 
Mrs.  Dyre 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holloman 

Lucille  Edwards 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Frank  Rogers  ft 
Family 

Gladys  B  Wynne 
Mrs.  Gaston  Edwards 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Russell  Gregg 
Margaret  Whittington  Eidman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W  M  Whittington 
Jr. 

Mrs., Art  (Margaret 

Whittington)  Eidman 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jon  M  Barnwell 
Judge  ft  Mrs.  Gray  Evans  • 
Mrs.  David  P.  Quinn 
Mrs.  Sol  T.  Kantor 
Martha  ft  Grady  Eldiidge 
*-  Mrs.  Sally  E  Stewart 
Mrs.  Ella  Kate  Ellard 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Cayce  Ellard 
Miss  Crystal  EIHott 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  G.  C.  Hankins 
Joey  Curtis  Elliott 
Ms.  Amde  Lou  Joiner 
Sandra  ft  Rod  Lindsey 
Rotas  Elmore 
Ruth  SS,  Second  BC 
Greenville  ’ 

Emily  Ferguson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E  Card 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Mrs.  Mildred  Pratt  Ferguson 
Mrs.  Fred  Cruae  Jr 
Mr.  Ernest  Flack 
Mrs.  Fred  E.  Kennedy 
Kenneth  Wayne  Pleasing 
Mrs.  Vida  L.  Fleming 
Mr.  Sam  Fletcher 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  V.  O.  Powell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bea  Floyd 
Ms  Mildred  Tucker 
Mrs.  Minnie  Fortner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  W.  Alston 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  R.  C.  Bryan  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  R  Byars 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Van  D.  Stone  Jr. 
Rose  Marie  Faster 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  W.  Anders 
Mrs.  Sara  Freeman 
Mrs.  NeU  R.  Lipham 
Mr.  James  B.  Callaspy  Sr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  N.  W.  Carpenter 
Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  W. 

Carpenter 
Mr.  Gatewood 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Gatewood 
Men’s  Fellowship  Sunday 
School,  North  Greenwood 
BC 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Blakemore 
Sadie  Gault 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  F.  G.  Moore  ft  C.  S. 
Geeslin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  O.  Geeslin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Whiter  B  Moore 
Mr.  John  B.  GUI 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Herbert 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  A.  Pickett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  C.  Harris 
The  Ihlmadge  McNairs 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harold  Simmons 
Mr.  Roy  B.  Gill 
Mr  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mr.  Keith  Ginn 
Mrs.  Anna  G.  Thibodeaux 
Mrs.  Keith  Ginn 
Julia  Golden 

Pat  Bedsoleh  SS,  FBC  Biloxi 
Gary  Grant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  H 
Blackledge 
Mrs.  Duree  Gray 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  D.  Farmer  Sr. 
Mr.  Chester  L.  Gregg 
Miss  Dorothy  Johnson 
Inspiration  Sunday  School. 
FBC  West  Point 
Mrs.  Byrd  Gay  Griffin 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Oten*  Grisham 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Louie  L.  Coker 
Mr.  J.  M.  HaU 
Mr.  Billy  Frank  Ferrell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
Mr.  Henry  K.  Hammett.  Jr. 

Mr  ft  Mrs  C  G.  Bolton 
Mrs.  Mary  Hamatttt 
Mrs.  Dot  Hammitt  Shandera 
Mr.  W.  8.  Hammond 
Mrs.  W.  &  Hammond 
Peggy  Hammond 
Median  Adult  SS,  FBC  Itta 
Bena 

Two  Brothers  of  Mr.  James 

Hamm 

Mr.  James  W.  Hammond 
Henry  K.  Hammett.  Jr. 

James  P.  Ireland 
Mr.  J.  D.  Hankins  ^ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holloman 
Rev.  Van  H.  Hardin 
Lydia  SS,  FBC  Lucedale 
Mr.  J.  A.  Hasty 
#Mrs.  Florence  H.  Puls 
Lon  is  Hardy 
Ms.  Evelyn  J.  Hardy 
Mr.  Hagh  Harris 
Inspiration  Sunday  School. 
FBC  West  Point 
Mr  Edward  Harrison 
Inspiration  Sunday  School. 

'v  ..  FBC  WeM  Point 
Mary  Nell  Harrison 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Drake 
Mr.  Henry  O.  Harrison 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Mrs.  Verna  HartfieM 
Mrs  Hazel  G.  Trussed 
Mrs.  Doris  Howortk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  K  Woods 
C  ecil  Marian  Hays 
Mrs  Donnis  W.  Hays 
Enla  Mae  Hays 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  F.  A.  Stephenson 
Mr.  Harold  Hemmer 
Mrs  E.  E.  Blakemore 
Mrs.  Roby  Hemphill 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  Spra  berry 
Ms.  Jeanne  Y.  Tapp 
Sants  Maria  Del  Mar 
Residents 


Ricky  Henry 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wasson  Henry 
Mr.  Landis  Herrin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Homer  Hope 
Mr.  Ralph  Heater 
Jackson  Medical  Associates, 
PA 

Business  Men’s  Bible  Class, 
FBC  Jackson 
Mrs.  Mildred  Parish 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  I.  Farr 
Mr  Torn  B.  Garret!  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gray  I&g  Ison  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 

Hollingsworth 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wiser 
Mrs.  Margaret  Carmean 
Mr.  J.  K  HiU 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Duane  Tucker 
Mr.  Andrew  N.  Hisscox 
Mrs.  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
Mrs.  Rabye  Young  Hobby 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Hosea  Kemp 
LuciieE.  Hodsou 
Mrs.  Robbie  Abel 
Mrs.  Florence  R.  Hollingsworth 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Quincy  R.  Hodges 
Ms.  Cedi  V.  Wells 
Mr.  Leroy  L.  Hollis 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Bernard  Flowers 

(To  be  continued) 


HONORS 

Mr.  Jeff  Adams 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  Mary  Allred 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Bailey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Powell  ft 
Jeremy 

Sadie  Pearl  Baldwin 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Will  B.  Barrett  ft 
BUI 

Mr.  Bud  Moore 
Bed  Babies  SS  Teachers, 
Calvary 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Keith  ft  Uisabeth 
Reece 

Mrs.  Jewel  Blaylock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Powell  ft 
Jeremy 

Miss  A vo  Boatright 
Mrs.  Irene  T.  Kennedy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  E.  Bobo 
Mrs.  G.  Oliver  Sanford 
Mrs.  D.  R.  Bowen 
Bowen  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Cleveland 
Mrs.  Delilah  Boyd 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  Mildred  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mrs.  Sarah  Boyd 
Mrs.  Minnie  Ruth  Stanhope 
Mrs.  Harold  Breedlove 
Keen  Agera,  FBC  Charleston 
The  Rob  Brown  femUy . 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B  R.  Taylor 
Christine  Caritherj 
Keen  Agera,  FBC  Charleston 
Mrs.  Beverly  Carr 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  John  Caasey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BUI  Davis 
Mrs.  Mary  Aka  Clark 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Ferry  Claxtan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lon  D  Pepper 
Rev.  BUI  Colter  - 

Roy  ft  Anne  Harrell 
Mr.  Jack  Colvin 
Jack  Colvin  Sunday  School, 
Colonial  Heights  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Joe  T.  Cook 
Mrs.  Eugene  R.  King 
Ms.  Ui  Cummings 
Median  Adult  SS,  FBC  Itta 
Ben a 

James  ft  EmUy  Slay  ft  Carrie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Wayne  Miley 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Carrie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Joe  E.  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Davis  ft 
Keith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Chaplain  Michael  S.  Davis 
Mr  ft  Mrs  H  Y  Frasier  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thlmage  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mrs.  Nellie  Dickerson 
TEL  SS,  FBC  Charleston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  8  F.  ft  John  Dribbe 
Mr  ft  Mrs  PhUiftD  Koos  Jr 
Trey  ft  Bred  Edmondson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Carlton 
Edmondson 
Mrs.  Frank  Fair.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Eugene  R.  King 
Mrs.  Betty  Fkcb 
Seeker’s  SS,  FBC  Holly 
Springs 


Mrs.  Charite  Fleming 
Gleaners  SS,  FBC  Crystal 
Springs 

The  Daniel  Fowlers 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  E.  GammU.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Benny  Thompson 
Mr.  Clay  Giles 
Annie  Mae  Weaver  SS, 
Calvary,  Tupelo 
Grade  3  Sunday  School 
TCschcrs,  Calvary. 

Tupelo 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Keith  Reece  ft 
Ian  Boswell 
Effle  Jeaa  Grain 
Mrs.  Katherine  H.  Evans 
Mr.  Ed  Griffin 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  Ruth  Galledge 
Faith  SS,  FBC  Grenada 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  Haag 
Mrs.  Eugene  R.  King 
Mrs.  Zula  Hardin 
Lydia  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Lucedale 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hardy 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cecil  Harper 
Lauren  Brown 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  S.  Heaton 
Becky  ft  Hank  Peebles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wasson  Henry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mrs.  Avis  Herring 
Inspiration  Sunday  School, 
FBC  West  Point 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  Hester 
Mrs.  W.  H.  McKenzie  Jr 
Miss  Christine  HolUs 
Mrs.  Pattie  M.  Norris 
Mrs.  D.C.  Wiggins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Ms.  Allene  Holloway 
Mrs.  Allene  Holloway 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Larry  ft  Martha  Holloway 
Mrs.  Mildred  M  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wyche  Hooker  ft 
FamUy 

Mr.  Bud  Moore 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Wyatt  R.  Hunter 
Phoebe  Sunday  School,  FBC 
McComb 

Mrs.  T.  Howard  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  P.  E.  Wooten  Jr 
Mrs.  Eugene  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Lamenda  Carol  Knllam 
Mrs.  Janice  S.  McKellar 
Mrs.  Margaret  Keeton 
Truth  Seekers  Sunday  School, 
FBC  Grenada 
Miss  Carolyn  King 
Mrs.  Eugene  R.  King 
Mr.  Ralph  Kolb 
Freddie  Kolb  Class.  New 
Harmony  BC 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Phillip  D.  Koos 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sam  Dribben 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  C.  Kraft 
Mr.  Paul  A.  Kraft 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kyzar 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Elmo  Collum 
Sand  Land 

Median  Adult  SS.  FBC  Itta 


Mrs.  Lillian  Lee 
Lauren  Brown 
Staff  of  FBC  Louisville 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  W. 
Statham 

Mrs.  Doris  Madison 

Mr.  Joseph  G.  Madison 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  Martin 
The  Alvin  A.  Loewenberg  Jr 
Fhmily 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  E.  Matthews 
Ms  Mary  Flynn 
(hi id*  Maxwell 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  Colonial 
Heights  BC 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mekoo  L.  McCarty 
Mr  ft  Mrs  G  M  Sansing 
Mrs.  Martha  McHaney 
Inspiration  Sunday  School. 
FBC  West  Point 
Mrs.  Emms  McNeill 
Mrs  Eugene  R  King 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terrell  Melton 
Mrs  Juanita  Brown 
Mrs.  Irene  Milam 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  Glen  Milton 
Dr  ft  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  Clara  Mire 
Golden  Circle  Sunday  School 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Midfens.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Porter  F.  Bohon 
Mr.  Charlie  Murphey 
Median  Adult  SS.  FBC  Itta 
-  Bena 
Jimmy  Nation* 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Gary  Hutson  ft 
Famiy  _ 


Paal  ft  Dorothy  Naaacry 

Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jobs  D.  Odom.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Hazel  P  Banister 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Owens 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Mrs.  Bessie  Parish 
Ttommy  Parish 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Paxton 
Mr.  Fred  A.  Powell  — — 
Mrs.  Bertha  Petty 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  E  Keahey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Otis  R.  Pierce 
Mr.  Rudy  Pierce 
Mr.  Brooks  Polk,  Jr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs  J.  M  Brock  Jr 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Porter  ft  Children 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  A.  L.  Parman 
Mr.  Reger  Prentiss 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr. 
Mrs.  Celeste  Purden 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  Tupelo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Grayson  Purvis 
The  Alvin  A.  Loewenberg  Jr. 
Family 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Raney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  C.  Redd 
Misses  Honor  ft  M.  J.  Ingram 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  Redd 
Misses  Honor  ft  M.  J.  Ingram 
Larry  ft  Lucy  Reeves 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  D.  Reeves 
Rev.  Dan  Robertson  ft  Fsmily 
Ms.  Joan  Short 
Mrs.  NeU  Rowland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Powell  ft 
Jeremy 

Mrs.  Margaret  Ssndifer _ 

Friendship  SS,  FBC  Rolling 
Pork 

Service  People  In  Saudi  Arabia 
Mrs  Hazel  H.  Jones 
Miss  Ann  Scott 
Lauren  Brown 
Mr.  Linus  Scott 
Fellowship  Bible  Class, 
Woodland  Hills 
Rev  Gary  Shows 
Rebekah  SS,  FBC  McComb 
Mr.  Matt  Sillyman 
Dr  ft  Mrs.  J.  M  Brock  Jr. 
Mrs.  Cameron  Sinclair 
Mrs  Frances  Bryant 
Mr.  Riley  Skeley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  Smetko 
Dr.  ft  Mrs  C.  P.  Tillman  Jr. 
Mrs.  Harold  Smith 
Men’s  Fellowship  SS,  N. 
Greenwood  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  T.  Smith 
Mrs.  Eugene  R.  King 
Mrs.  Marie  Smith 
Mrs.  Margaret  Sandifer 
Pat  Smith 

Mr.  James  W.  Boozer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Spencer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mrs.  Eva  Steen 
Chari te  SS,  Woodland  Hills 
BC  , 

Mrs.  Bettye  Stewart 
Jenny  ft  Lane  Thompson 
Sarah  ft  Carson  Stribting 
Lydia  SS,  Paul  Truitt  BC 
Mrs.  Peggy  Taylor 
Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  K.  B.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Ilene  T.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Hubert  Thomas 
Mrs.  Ilene  T.  Kennedy 


Dr.  ft  Mrs  J.  M.  Brock  Jr. 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 
'  Tbmmy  Parish 
Larry  Treads  way 
Freddie  Kolb  Class,  New 
Harmony  BC 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Emery  Wages 
Mrs.  Juanita  Brown 
Mr.  Charlie  Walker.  Sr. 

Baraca  SS,  FBC  Greenwood 
Mrs.  Lon  Warren 
Dr  ft  Mrs  J.  M  Brock  Jr. 
The  Bill  Warwick  family 
Mr  ft  Mrs  B  R  Taylor 
Mrs.  Bernadlne  Welch 
Dr  ft  Mrs  J  M  Brock  Jr. 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  William* 

Mrs  Rose  T  Jackson 
Mr.  Jo  Wilton 
Mr.  Bud  Moore 
Mr*.  Susan  Wilton 
Ms  Mai  Ellis  Allen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Wolfe 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
The  Charlie  Wright  family 
Mrs  Eugene  R.  King 
Mrs.  Jessie  Mae  Yates 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Charles  N.  Yates 
Mrs.  Joyce  Yates 
Jenny  ft  Lane  Thompson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Zigler 
Mr  Bud  Moore 


God  permitted  my  blindness  for  a  reason,"  she  says 


Lucy  Ching  speaks  at  Calvary 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 
“I  can’t  see  you,  so  I  won’t  know  if 
you  are  enjoying  my  speech,  or  if  you 
are  going  to  sleep.”  Lucy  Ching,  blind 
author  and  social  worker  from  Hong 
Kong,  was  speaking  to  those  at  the 
family  missions  banquet  at  Calvary 
Church,  Jackson,  on  Dec.  5. 

Others  on  program  were  Faye  Rob¬ 
bins,  Calvary  WMU  director;  Carolyn 
Webb,  soloist;  James  Street,  pastor; 
and  Polly  and  Glenn  Morris,  former 
missionaries  to  China,  Thailand,  and 
Hong  Kong.  Lucy  and  her  companion, 
Ah  Wor,  while  in  Jackson,  were 
houseguests  of  the  Morrises. 

One  of  the  Lucky  Ones,  Lucy 
Ching’s  autobiography,  was  the  Royal 
Service  magazine’s  Round  Thble  book 
selection  last  July.  The  book  has  been 
translated  into  Danish,  Hungarian, 


Lucy  had  many  job  offers  in  America  In  addition  to  her  job,  she  did 
and  wanted  to  stay;  but  she  knew  it  volunteer  work.  Teaching  evening 
was  God’s  will  for  her  to  return  to  classes  in  English  conversation,  she 
Hong  Kong.  says,  gave  her  a  chance  to  explain  the 

In  Hong  Kong,  she  became  a  plan  of  salvation  to  those  she  taught, 
pioneer  in  education  and  rehabilita-  “If  they  don’t  have  Jesus  in  their 
tion  of  the  blind.  For  30  years  she  hearts,  it  is  no  use.” 
worked  there  with  Ah  Wor,  companion  Another  of  her  projects  was 
and  guide  who  was  also  performing  transcribing  the  Bible  into  Cantonese 
her  own  ministry  among  the  sick,  braille.  She  taught  four  blind  women 
blind,  and  elderly.  Lucy  won  top  braillists  to  use  a  Perkins  brailler; 
awards  for  her  achievements.  two  Baptist  missionaries  provided 

In  1959,  Hong  Kong’s  Social  Welfare  transportation  for  them  to  the  church 
Department  appointed  her  its  first  “’There,  on  two  evenings  a  week  for  10 
blind  professional  social  worker.  The  years,  they  handbrailled  the  Bible 
community  center  where  she  worked  from  dictation  by  sighted  friends.  In 
provided  workshops  for  the  blind,  - - 


-  ,  ,  ,  .  .  1977,  donations  from  Germany  fund- 

deaf,  and  physically  and  mentally  ed  the  purchase  of  braille  printing 
handicapped.  By  1975  it  was  estimated  equipment.  Since  then,  the  full  Bible 
that  over  7,000  blind  people  had  been  has  been  both  printed  and  recorded  in 
through  Lucy’s  hands,  taught  in  Cantonese  and  Mandarin, 
classes,  counselled,  trained,  or  Her  salary  was  small.  For  25  years 
assisted  in  some  way.  •  she  and  Ah  Wor  lived  in  a  small  rented 

In  1978,  she  was  given  responsibili-  room  in  an  apartment  with  two  other 
ty  for  all  blind  welfare  work  on  the  families.  Only  in  1984  did  they  get  an 
Uicy  had  begun  school  in  Canton,  whole  of  Hong  Kong  Island.  The  next  apartment  of  their  own.  Yet  because 

year  sac  uccamt;  lenabuiiaiion  ameer  of  her  work,  more  and  more  people  in 
of  the  Hong  Kong  districts  of  central,  Hong  Kong  are  accepting  the  blind 
western,  and  off-shore  islands;  the  and  the  handicapped, 
work  by  then  also  included  elderly  as  Her  unselfish  attitude  is  revealed  in 
well  as  handicapped.  her  statement:  “I  firmly  believe  that 


Finnish,  and  German.  Its  title  is  the  Left  ,0  ri9ht  are  Faye  Robbins,  WMU  director,  Calvary  Church,  Jackson;  Ah  Wor 
writer’s  description  of  herself.  and  Lucy  Ching,  formerly  of  Hong  Kong;  and  Polly  Morris,  Jackson,  retired  mis- 
Because  of  the  mechanical  difficulties  sionary  to  Thailand  and  Hong  Kong, 
of  the  Chinese  typewriter  for  a  blind 

person,  she  typed  the  manuscript  in  enrolled  in  a  Baptist  school.  When  she  I  '  "  _  _  _ 

English.  heard  them  chanting  John  3:16,  she  with  no  braille  textbooks  and  without  year  she  became  rehabilitation  officer 

Lucy  retired  in  1989  as  government  asked,  “Do  you  think  that  God  would  parental  encouragement  She  punch-  ‘  ~ 

social  worker  with  handicapped  and  love  a  blind  girl?”  ed  dots  in  newspapers  to  make  braill- 

elderly  in  Hong  Kong,  and  has  mov-  “Well,  he  must,”  her  sister  said,  ed  notes;  she  taught  herself  English 
ed  to  the  United  States  to  devote  more  “You  are  part  of  the  world.”  braille  and  later  learned  Cantonese 

of  her  time  to  writing.  She  wanted  to  go  to  church  and  braille  Her  brothers  and  sisters,  MKs 

Born  to  a  wealthy  family  in  Canton,  learn  more  about  God  but  felt  her  non-  and  others  read  to  her.  Later  she 
China,  she  was  blinded  when  she  was  Christian  parents  would  object,  studied  at  several  other  schools  both 
six  months  old.  People  in  China  Remembering  the  song,  “What  a  Chinese  and  English.  Tbo,  she  was 
believed  that  the  eyes  were  the  root  of  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus,”  she  and  her  given  a  scholarship  to  Perkins  In¬ 
evil;  consequently,  when  Lucy’s  brother  on  three  Sunday  mornings  set  stitute  for  the  Blind  in  Boston  and 
mother  noticed  red  spots  in  her  baby’s  off  for  church  after  telling  their  another  scholarship  to  study  at 
eyes,  she  took  her  to  an  herb  doctor,  parents  they  were  going  to  visit  “a  Southwestern  Seminary  Fort  Worth 
A  concoction  he  applied  to  her  eyes  friend.”  But  on  the  fourth  Sunday,  Even  with  her  amazing  memory 
destroyed  her  sight.  Because  of  Lucy  realized  while  she  was  listening  her  unusual  will-power  her  will- 
superstititions  about  blindness,  to  the  sermon  that  she  did  not  want  to  ingness  to  work  hard,  and  her  strong 
families  in  China  often  abandoned  act  ashamed  of  her  “friend,  Jesus.”  So  Christian  faith,  she  could  not  have 
their  blind  children  or  sold  them  to  she  went  home  and  told  her  mother  defeated  the  odds  without  the  help  of 
slave  dealers  to  become  beggars  or  and  father,  “We  havebeen  to  visit  our  Ah  Wor,  the  lifelong  friend  and  com- 
prostitutes.  friend,  Jesus  ChrtsT  panion  who  had  been  her  childhood 

Though  Lucy  s  family  did  not  send  “Then  continue  to  visit  your  friend,  amah.  Ah  Wor  taught  her  how  to  tell 
her  away  or  abandon  her,  they  did  not  Jesus  Christ,”  her  father  said.  “But  time;  she  took  Lucy  shopping  she 
believe  a  blind  child  could  go  to  school  get  your  Sunday  breakfast  and  lunch  described  scenery  when  theywere 
and  learn.  But  against  enormous  and  dinner  from  him  I’ll  give  you  15  walking.  She  used  her  life  savines  to 


BOSTON  (BP)  —  Larry  Martin  has  teach  in  11  languages.  The  4  million 
only  one  explanation  for  eight  years  residents  of  greater  Boston  speak 
of  growth  in  Greater  Boston  Baptist  more  than  100  languages. 
Association:  “God  is  doing  it.”  Vicky  Brunson,  Home  Mission 

“Almost  everything  our  churches  Board  Mission  Service  Corps 
attempt  is  humanly  impossible,”  says  volunteer,  directs  ethnic  ministries  for 
Martin,  associational  director  of  mis  the  association.  She  helps  new  con- 
sions.  “God  keeps  opening  the  doors,  gregations  find  places  to  meet  and 
and  we  keep  trying  to  catch  up.”  helps  develop  ethnic  leadership.  Coor- 
In  1982,  Boston  was  the  largest  city  dinating  summer  day  camps  for 
in  the  United  States  without  ethnic  children  and  teaching  English 

..  .  - '  to  internationals  are  also  among  her 

the  association  began  in  October  that  responsibilities. 

‘  j  Since  the  association  was  formed, 
have  campus  ministries  have  grown  from 
two  ministers  on  two  campuses  to  13 
ministers  on  nine  campuses.  Only  one 
of  the  campus  ministers  is  paid. 


™  gave  uiiiveisuy  in  Britain,  An  wor  wont-  j  . 

her  no  food  on  Sunday,  she  said.  Years  ed  as  a  maid  to  buy  Lute’s  clothes  and  c"  states  without 

later,  her  parents  became  Christians,  to  send  support y money  to  Lucy’s  ^°uthern  BaPtl5t  association.  Since 

Tb  escape  the  Communists,  the  parents.)  Once  Lucv  Dromised  hpr  “I  ~  - 

Ching  family  fled  to  Hong  Kong  and  will  never  be  parted  from  you.”  And 

Macau,  losing  their  possessions  and  they  are  still  together  clfJL  ,t2d  min,stnes 

thus  creating  a  money  problem  After  she  finished  Southwestern,  ToIXStrea  key  tothegtwth. 

Of  22  people  who  work  for  the  associa- 

,  tion,  only  three  receive  a  salary.  Some 

IT  pnin n I ptpc  I  W  tA1 volunteers  are  seminary  graduates 
*-■-  L/U1I1 IJIC  LC u  IUUI  *  raising  their  support,  others  are 

.  ,  .  #  #  7  retired  people  supported  by  their 

\vyin  -*  AT-l  -f-  L  *>  retirement  income,  and  still  others 

>me  Willi  ministry  money  are  business  people  who  devote  their 

J  Y  off-hours  to  the  association. 

_  ..  ,  “In  1985  we  began  developing  long- 

gram  now  in  preparation.  the  newspaper  that  Russian  people  range  plans.  We  set  goals  that  were 

r  tolfr  !  blggest  success  was  the  and  American  people  have  bad  feel-  far  beyond  us,”  Martin  recalls.  “We 
fulfillment  of  its  purpose  —  to  change  ings  towards  one  another.  But  now  began  praying  for  volunteers  and 
perceptions  about  our  Soviet  brothers  during  our  meetings  (on  the  tour),  we  found  that  God  was  already  answer- 
and  sisters  and  to  see  them  from  a  feel  the  love  of  your  people.  We  feel  ing  our  prayers.  Volunteers  are  now  in 
biblical  perspective,  not  a  political  that  we  are  one  family  in  Jesus  charge  of  every  area  of  our  associa- 
perspective  —  (to  see  them)  as  the  Christ.”  tional  life” 

Church,”  said  tour  coordinator  Clyde  Thirty-three  of  the  association’s  49 

Weaver,  who  made  the  journey  with  One  event  gave  the  choir  and  tour  churches  have  begun  since  the 
the  musicians.  Weaver  said  the  officials  some  moments  of  concern  association  was  formed.  Only  14  of  the 
farewells  as  the  group  departed  from  One  of  the  musicians,  a  24-year-old  churches  own  buildings,  yet  the 
host  families  in  each  U.S.  city  “il-  bass  player,  left  before  the  Lancaster,  association  is  making  plans  to  start  16 
lustrate  the  degree  to  which  church  Pa.,  concert  and  did  not  return.  A  note  additional  congregations 
folk  could  identify  with  them  (the  he  left  behind  said  he  had  planned  Former  Texans  Elton  and  Lulinda 
Soviets)  as  part  of  the  Church,  the  before  the  tour  to  defect,  and  he  hoped  Turner  lend  their  knowledge  of  church 
world  and  God  s  family.  Music  cuts  the  choir  would  understand  that  for  organization  to  the  infant  congrega- 
through  all  the  pretensions  and  personal  reasons  he  had  to  leave ‘The  tions.  They  moved  to  the  Boston  area 
speaks  to  one  s  heart.  gist  of  the  note  was  ‘I’m  sorry.  I  just  20  years  ago  when  they  became  aware 

.  can’t  go  back  but  I  hope  you’ll  love  me  of  the  need  for  lay  leaders  among  New 
Choir  members  also  reported  anyway,’  ”  said  Weaver.  He  said  he  England  Baptists.  He  owns  a 
transforming  experiences  from  th£ir  hopes  the  incident,  the  first  in  which  business,  and  she  serves  as  associa- 
tnp.  Sergei  Rebrov  said  during  the  anyone  has  defected  from  a  Christian  tional  Sunday  School  director. 
Nashville  stop,  “For  many  years  we  group,  does  not  inhibit  the  choir’s  The  association  includes  22  ethnic 
thought  about  each  other  and  read  in  return.  congregations  which  worship  and 
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